JANUARY 29, 2012                                       ___________      FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Parish Lay Leadership

Finance Council Chair…………………..Kimberly Schoolcraft
Parish Pastoral Council ……..………………………Ken Malo
Capital Campaign Chair ………………………...Peter Whelan

Fundraising Committee Chair…..………...……...Andrea York

Religious Education Advisory Committee …Melissa Moriarty,
                                                                          Suzanne Harlow
RCIA ………………………………………..….. Deacon Paul 

Parish Organizations

Rosary Sodality………………….Nancy Garen/Ursula Tuohey

Social Justice…………………………….Andrea Cook-Hewitt

Affiliated Organizations
Cursillo Movement ……………………………...Karen Scahill

Schoenstatt Community……………..………Diane Czerwiecki
Boy Scout Troop 821 …………………………….Joe Mitchell
Girl Scouts…………………………….………...Pat O’Connor

Knights of Columbus Council #100………………....Earl Rule
Parish Ministries
Altar Servers……………………………………….Sue Fratini
Baptismal Prep……………………………… Lou Mastroianni

Children’s Liturgy of the Word…………………….Sue Fratini

Eucharistic Ministers, Readers, Ushers………….Beth Modlish
Homebound/Pastoral Care Ministry………….....Mary Federici

Hospitality……………Marcia Daly, Jill Malo, Cheryl Johnson
Men’s Retreats/Spirituality…………………….…Deacon Paul

Music Ministry – Adult & Youth Choir……..….Melanie Peetz

Sacristans/Altar Guild……………………………..Bob Somers

Office Hours
The Parish Office is located at the Parish Center. Entrance is across from the Mary Garden.  Hours:  Monday through Friday, 9:00AM-2:00PM. Sue is available to greet and assist you.  
New Parishioners
New parishioners may register by a telephone call to the Parish Office, 562-3450, or fill out a registration card at the entrances to the Center and place in the collection basket.
Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament of Baptism is administered by appointment only, and is scheduled on the third Sunday of each month. Please call the Office to make arrangements. Note: at least one Godparent must be a Confirmed and active parishioner in their parish.
Sacrament of Marriage
The Sacrament of Marriage is planned by an initial meeting with a priest or deacon, at least one year in advance. 

Sacrament of the Sick

The Sacrament of the Sick is an anointing, which is administered by the priests, when requested. Pastoral care to the hospitalized sick and homebound is provided by the pastoral staff, and trained parishioners. Notify the Office when you or a family member is in a hospital or health care facility.

Bereavement
Please contact the Office regarding the loss of your loved one, so we may assist your preparations for a meaningful Liturgy.
FROM FR. DAN’S DESK…
     In 1992, Pope John Paul II declared the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes – February 11, to be World Day of the Sick – “a special time of prayer and sharing, of offering one’s suffering for the good of the Church, and of reminding us to see in our sick brothers and sisters, the face of Christ who, by suffering, dying and rising, achieved the salvation of humankind” (Letter Instituting the World Day of the Sick, May 13, 1992).

     The occasion of World Day of the Sick each year is a wonderful opportunity to receive The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick – a Sacrament in which we celebrate and ask for God’s healing in body, but also in mind and spirit. Healing comes in many ways and bodily healing may not always be the “remedy” for us – but God knows the deepest healing we may need in mind and spirit as well, and so we put ourselves in God’s hands and allow Him to be our “Divine Healer”. 

     I always said that there were many things that I will miss about celebrating Mass in the Gym as we did for four years while the church was being planned and under construction. One of them is the flexibility of the space and the mobility of the chairs. In the past when we celebrated the Anointing of the Sick, we spaced the rows of the chairs for Mass that weekend in such a way that we could make our way between the rows and anoint people more easily. Our pews in the new church don’t move so easily but our chairs in the Chapel do! So, on the weekend of February 11/12, in commemoration of World Day of the Sick and the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, I would like to offer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick for anyone who would like to stay after Mass and receive the Sacrament. We will just ask those who would like to be anointed, to move into the Chapel after Mass. Again, the Sacrament is meant to be received by anyone who may have an ongoing illness, someone facing a surgery, someone in recovery from an illness or surgery, or anyone who might feel a need of healing in mind or spirit. I hope the reception of this special Sacrament will be a strengthening for all in need, and a wonderful reminder of God’s care for us even in the midst of pain and illness.

Have a good week everyone!

God Bless,                           Fr. Dan
GOD BLESS & THANK YOU!

We thank the following who have made donations to the General Church Fund:

In memory of:  Bruce Dolat,
his mother, Doris Dolat
In memory of:  Theresa Forcier,

 Alan Forcier & family

Bruce Forcier & family

Linda Forcier & family

In memory of Patricia Kenworthy
Dick & Joan Hagan

In memory of Debra Waltein,

Cheryl Lafreniere

FEB 4/5
READERS
  4:00PM    Lynn Nault                 7:00AM    Bob Somers
  8:30AM   Kathy Sitler              11:00AM    Rob Stevenson
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS

  4:00PM     Darlene Fucci, Nancy Garen
  7:00AM    Dick Coughlin, Eileen Romani, Michael Skehan
  8:30AM    Donna Whelan, Beth Modlish, Mary Regan
11:00AM    Mary Federici, Ron Gerlip, Denise Mercure
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday        1/28      3:15-3:45pm Confessions
                                   4:00PM    Yvette M. Pignatare
                                                    r/b her son Andrew & family
Sunday          1/29     7:00AM    Loretta Albert

                                                    r/b Maria & Fernando Ribiero

                                  8:30AM    Raymond LeBrecque

                                                   r/b Joe & Chris Dupelle
                     
          11:00AM    Mary K. Drohan

                                                   r/b Catherine & Eric Johnson
 Monday        1/30     7:00AM   People of the Parish
Tuesday         1/31    7:00AM    Bruce Dolat
                                                    r/b his family

                                                         & Bob LaFreniere
Wednesday    2/1    7:00AM    Paul Gilberti
                                                  r/b Pat & family
Thursday        2/2    9:00AM    Communion Service
Friday
         2/3    7:00AM    Communion Service
Saturday         2/4    8:00AM    For the Intentions of the
                                                   Blessed Virgin Mary

                                                    r/b Barrent Pease

             3:15-3:45pm Confessions
                                  4:00PM    Mr. & Mrs. George Zecher

                                                    r/b Charles Hebda

Sunday           2/5   7:00AM     Mitchell Chlastawa
                                                  r/b Peter & Phyllis Chlastawa
                                 8:30AM    Paul Hebert
                                                   6th Anniv Remembrance

                                                   r/b his family
                     
         11:00AM     Debra Waltein
                                                     1st Anniv Remembrance

                                                   r/b Cheryl & Leon LaFreniere
SANCTUARY CANDLE

The Sanctuary Candle is burning  

In memory of JOSEPH O’CONNOR
r/b his family

___________________________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL INTENTION CANDLE

The Special Intention Candle is burning 

FOR OUR HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS
r/b anonymous

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

2011 Parish Contribution Statements will be available upon request.  Please call Sue at the Parish Office, or email olbsoffice@aol.com to request your statement. Thank you.

HOSPITALITY FOR RCIA
We are in need of a few people who attend the 4:00PM Saturday Mass and would be willing to come a few minutes early to make coffee and set up a snack for our RCIA Candidates and Sponsors in the Multipurpose Room in the church. We have a couple of people already willing to help, but could use a couple more so that people would only have to take one turn a month. If you can help, please call or e-mail Deacon Paul or Fr. Dan. Thank You! 

GIRL SCOUT COOKIE TIME/GIFT OF CARING
Girl Scout Troop 40230 will be selling cookies after all Masses this weekend. The troop will once again be offering parishioners the opportunity to participate in The Gift of Caring. Through this program, cookies may be purchased for the troop to deliver to the Western Mass Hospital. Please help to support both worthy causes. Cookies are $4.00 per box, and can be paid for in cash or by check (payable to ‘GSCWM’).  For questions, please call Pat O'Connor at 562-9652.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
On Sunday February 5, our High School students will be selling grinders and dips for Super Bowl parties. Items must be pre-ordered and pre-paid. Items can be picked up from 12-2PM on February 5th. Flyers for ordering are available in the church near the bulletins. Students will also be collecting money and canned food after all Masses. All proceeds will go to The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts. Please support our students as they help those in need. 

DOMINICAN SISTERS BAKE SALE

The Dominican Sisters will be selling baked goods after all the Masses next weekend. Please stop by their table of delicious, homemade goodies!

CHURCH MINISTRY POT LUCK

The Social Justice Team will be sponsoring a pot luck dinner for all who are involved in our church ministry.  Please reserve February 19th at 12:30PM (snow date, March 11th). More information will follow. Please contact Andrea at 562-2280 for questions.
CAN YOU HELP?
We are looking for someone to organize the Family Valentine’s Day Dance held in the Parish Center in order for the event to take place this year. If you would be interested in planning the Dance, please call the Parish Office.

SPECIAL INTENTION CANDLE
We are now taking requests for our weekly “Special Intention Candle” located near the Crucifix and Book of Prayer in the Gathering Space of the church. Requests can be made to offer the candle for a given week for “a special intention” – really for any of the needs that are sometimes mentioned in the parish Book of Prayer – “for greater family unity”, “for a son or daughter in need of help”, “for guidance for grandchildren”, “for a health intention”, etc. At the time the candle is booked the intention can be named or can be requested “For a Special Intention”, and it can also be listed with the name of the one requesting it or as “Anonymous”. The intention and the one requesting it will be listed in the bulletin each week. The requested donation for the candle is $10.00. Please contact our Parish Secretary, Sue, in the Office as soon as possible at 562-3450 – requested weeks for 2012 are filling up! 

FEBRUARY ADORATION

On Thursday February 2nd, Adoration will begin after the 9:00AM Service and continue until 10:00PM. The month of February is dedicated to the Holy Family. At the very outset of Christ’s work on earth, God showed the world a family in which, as Pope Leo XIII teaches, “all men might behold a perfect model of domestic life, and of all virtue and holiness.” The harmony, unity and holiness which characterized the Holy Family make it the model for all Christian families. 

DEANERY SCHOLARSHIPS – ELMS COLLEGE
Undergraduate students who would be interested in being nominated for a Scholarship from our Deanery – the Westfield, Southwick, West Springfield area, may be eligible to receive a scholarship from Elms College, who offers substantial scholarship money to Catholic men or women who would like to pursue their education at Elms. These men and women should be involved in their parishes and well known by their pastors. The pastor would submit his nomination to the college and then the student would fill out an application form and have an interview with the Scholarship Committee at Elms. The deadline for nomination by Pastors is February 15. If you are interested, please contact Fr. Dan via phone or by e-mail at olbsfrdan@aol.com.
SAVE THE DATE FOR PARISH MEN’S RETREAT

Our Parish Men's Retreat at the Passionist Retreat House in West Hartford will be held March 9-11. More info will follow.
BETHLEHEM HOUSE
As Catholics, we continue to remember our “call” to support a “Pro-Life” culture in our society, and we continue to collect baby items for Bethlehem House in Easthampton. Bethlehem House is a respite care home that gives guidance and support to young, pregnant women. They are always in need of baby blankets, disposable diapers & wipes, baby shampoo, etc. Items can be placed in the basket in the entryway of the Parish Center near the Food Collection Basket. As always, Pam Hibbard from Bethlehem House sends us her thanks for our support!

“LITTLE VOICES”

Just a reminder that if parents find that their small children need a “break” during Mass, parents are encouraged to use the Gathering Space at the entrance of the church - it’s a great place to take them for a short time – there are pews and speakers so you don’t have to miss a great deal of Mass. Also, just inside the door of the Multipurpose Room - right near the Baptismal Font - there is a large basket of children’s books, crayons, and coloring books, if children should need a little creative time!

SHOW YOUR HEART BENEFIT CONCERT
On Saturday February 4th at 7:30PM, the 4th Annual Show Your Heart Benefit Concert will be held at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Springfield. All proceeds from the concert this year will go to Baystate Visiting Nurse Association and Hospice, a group that provides home healthcare and hospice services. The program promises a variety of music in classical, spiritual and contemporary styles. Featured choral groups include the Cathedral Choir of Boys and Adults, the Greater Westfield Choral Association and The Accidentals. Suggested donation: $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for students and seniors.
CHOCOLATES FOR VALENTINE’S DAY
We have pre-ordered through Harmony House, some 12 ounce boxes of Trappestine Chocolates for Valentine’s Day “gift-giving”. They are pre-wrapped for Valentine’s Day and would make a special gift for someone. We have boxes of milk chocolates or dark chocolates, milk chocolate almond bark, and dark chocolate almond bark. All boxes are $10.00 each and available at the Parish Office.

MATER DOLOROSA SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

Mater Dolorosa School, located at 25 Maple Street in Holyoke, will hold an Open House on Sunday January 29 from 12-2PM for pre-school (3 & 4 year-olds), kindergarten through grade 8. For more information about Mater Dolorosa School, call 532-2832, visit the website www.mater-dolorosa.com or see the flyer on the bulletin board near the side entrance to the Church.

BLESSED SACRAMENT SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Blessed Sacrament School in Holyoke will have an Open House for prospective Preschool and Kindergarten families on Sunday January 29 from 1-3PM. Registration for new students in Preschool through Grade 8 for the 2012-2013 school year will begin January 30. Please call the school for a personal tour if you are interested in other grades.  Please visit our website at www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org to see all the great programs at Blessed Sacrament School.  
MOTHER THERESA TALK
Bestselling author and lecturer, Susan Conroy, will speak on the Life of Mother Theresa of Calcutta at the Genesis Spiritual Life Center on Sunday February 19th at 2:00 PM. Cost of the Lecture is $25 per person or with a group of 8 - $20 each. For more information or to register, call Genesis at 562-3627.

HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT

THE PERMANENT DIACONATE?
There will be Information Sessions throughout the Diocese of Springfield for men interested in more information about becoming Permanent Deacons. The date is Sunday March 4 from 2:00-4:00PM and the Information Session for our area will take place at the Bishop Marshall Center behind St. Michael’s Cathedral on Elliot Street in Springfield. For more information you may contact Deacon Leo Coughlin at 452-0674 or e-mail diaconate@diospringfield.org. 

FAITH & FUN

Join Jesuit Father James Martin at the 5th annual Catholic Women’s Conference on April 21, 2012 at the Bellamy School in Chicopee. The author of “Between Heaven and Mirth” will talk on joy in the spiritual life and Ignatian spirituality. Sister Mary Johnson of Emmanuel College also will speak. They will bring laughter and a renewed spirituality to the diocese. To register, call 452-0812 or log onto the diocesan website, www.diosppringfield.org. 

DIOCESAN MEN’S CONFERENCE

The 10th Annual Catholic Men’s Conference, “Growing in Holiness”, will be held on Saturday April 28 at Bellamy Middle School in Chicopee. The conference will feature Tony Melendez, Robert Rogers, Fr. Benedict Groeschel, CFR, Alex Jones, and George Weigel, and will be hosted by Bishop Timothy McDonnell. For more information, call 452-0811.
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