St. Mary’s School Board Meeting Minutes

4 April 2005

http://www.diospringfield.org/~stmary
The meeting commenced at 7:05PM.

Attendees:


	Joan MacDonald
	Mary Patryn
	Jim Rooney

	Judy Kniskern
	Brian Mitchell
	Joe Monahan

	Bob Nell
	John O'Rourke
	Janice Orszulak

	
	
	


Joe Monahan opened the meeting with a prayer.

March meeting minutes approved.

Joan MacDonald gave her Principal's Report:

· ACE (Advocates for Catholic Education) Benefit Silent Auction will be held at the Wycoff Country Club this Saturday, April 9.  There are over one hundred items that will be auctioned live and silent.

· IOWA testing began on Monday, April 4 for grades 3, 5, and 7.  Testing will continue into next week before completion.

· Grades 3, 4, and 5 hosted a Literary Tea last week.  They researched their favorite author and books.  Grade 3 focused on story plot, Grade 4 focused on characters, and Grade 5 focused on the author.  Presentations were offered for their parents and then all enjoyed cookies and juice together.

· Our Drama Club will be performing Peter Pan on April 13 and 14.  Tickets are available for the performance only or for the performance with a delicious dinner.

· The School Spirit Award Mass will be on April 24 at Saint Michael’s Cathedral in Springfield.  Teachers have nominated students and the winners will honored at the Mass.

· Spring field trips are in full swing:

K and 1 – Eric Carle Museum on April 7

Grade 3 – Storrowton Museum on April 5

Grade 4 – Sawmill, sugaring and Yankee Candle on April 6.

· There will be a Volunteer Reception after Mass on April 11.  The Faculty, Staff, and Students will host a reception for the wonderful volunteers that help St Mary School throughout the year.

· Grade 8 will have their class picture taken with Joan MacDonald and Father Reilly on April 27.

· The Development Drive has already exceeded the 04-05 goal of $12,000.  The hard work and determination of many people have shown what we can do.  Keep up the GREAT work.

· It appears that Pre K, K, and Grade 1 will be full for next year.  There is now a waiting list for each of these grades.  There are 13 new students registered already for next year for grades 1 through 8.

· St. Matthew School in Springfield is closing at the end of this year.  Hopefully we will see some interest in St Mary as a viable alternative for these students.  In connection with this story, Channel 22 News was at St. Mary’s on April 5 and the story focused on our recent success on our increasing enrollment when other area schools are struggling to survive. 

· The fundraising candle drive brought in about $400.

· Bob Nell and the Knights of Columbus will get together and prepare the baseball field behind the school for the upcoming season.  The Tee-ball and U9 teams will be playing in the John L. Sullivan League.

· The referral policy is being formulated for next year.  The highlights: A credit on the following years tuition of $200 for referrals to Grade 1, 2, and 3.  A credit on the following years tuition of $400 for referrals to Grade 4, 5, and 6.  Maximum credit of $1200 to any one person/family.  The referral policy will be distributed before the end of this school year with complete requirements and details.

· The cost of before school and after school care will be increased to $5.00/hour for the 2005-06 school year.  There will be a minimum charge of 1/2 hour.  A charge of $15.00 will also be assessed for late payments.

· The Walk and Fun Run will be on June 4.

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 4, at 7PM.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Mitchell

