Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

FUNDING CRITERIA 

Diocese of Springfield, MA 

The activity for which funding is requested must conform to the moral and social teachings of the Catholic Church. Organizations that receive CCHD funds must not participate in or promote activities that contradict the moral and social teachings of the Catholic Church and must in no way work against the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ priorities to defend human life and dignity, strengthen family life and the institution of marriage, and foster diversity. For example, organizations that support or promote same-sex marriage, discrimination, capital punishment, abortion, euthanasia, or punitive measures towards immigrants are not eligible for CCHD funding.

The organization must be fully nonpartisan when engaging in political activities. Organizations engaged in partisan political activity are not eligible.  

The applicant organization must demonstrate both the intention and capacity to effectively work toward the elimination of the root causes of poverty and to enact institutional change. CCHD defines institutional change as

· Modification of existing laws and/or policies; 

· Establishment of participatory and just social structures and/or redistribution of decision-making powers so that people living in poverty can be involved in policy-making that affects their lives.  

The organization’s efforts must benefit people living in poverty. At least 50 percent of those benefiting from the organization’s efforts must be people experiencing poverty.  People living in poverty must have the dominant voice in the organization. At least 50 percent of those who plan, implement and make policy, hire and fire staff (e.g., the Board of Directors, etc.) should be persons who are involuntarily poor (clergy, VISTA volunteers, students, etc. are considered by CCHD to be voluntarily poor). 

The organization should demonstrate ongoing leadership development, because it is considered essential to the strength, depth, and sustainability of the organization. 
The organization should demonstrate a clear vision for development of financial capacity that might include membership dues, grassroots fundraising, foundation, and/or corporate support. 

In the light of the Catholic Church’s moral and social teachings and tradition, CCHD asks organizations requesting funding to understand and adhere to those basic principles which are central to the Catholic mission. 

Foremost among those principles is: 

The Dignity of the Human Person -- The dignity of the human person is a central theme running throughout Catholic Social Teaching. This principle asserts that the human person is made in the image and likeness of God, that human life is sacred and must be preserved from conception through natural death, and that each person possesses a basic dignity that comes from God. Therefore, the test of every institution or policy is whether it enhances or threatens human life and human dignity. 

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) will consider favorably only those organizations which demonstrate respect for the dignity of the human person. CCHD will not consider organizations which promote or support abortion, euthanasia, the death penalty, or any other affront to human life and dignity.
We confirm that our agency/project does not promote or support abortion, euthanasia, the death penalty or any other affront to human life and dignity as expressed in Catholic moral teaching. 

Agency Name: ________________________________________________________

Signature of applicant/director:___________________________________________
