If you have ever watched kids play you can probably relate to this story.

2 yr old twins, Michael & Tommy, were sitting in the middle of the family room with their toys spread out all over the floor. It looked like Christmas in July. Each of them had his favorite truck and was playing -driving it around on the floor then on top of the sofa cushions & finally across the coffee table.

Because of their small hands they each needed both hands to steer the truck because of its size. It kept them amused for about half an hour or so. Soon Tommy got bored and wandered out of the room into the kitchen. Barely out of the room, Michael wasted no time and grabbed Tommy’s truck while holding onto to his own.

When he had finished his glass of milk, Tommy made his way back to the family room
  and began screaming. Sitting in front of him was his twin brother Michael holding both trucks now one in each hand & showing no sign of sharing …Hands full, the two trucks were actually too big for Michael to handle by himself so all he could do was sit there holding his prized possessions. Despite the wrestling match that ensued between Michael & Tommy. Michael managed to hold on to both trucks.

It wasn’t until their mother came in that the situation got straightened out. The irony for Michael was that holding on to both trucks he couldn’t play with either one of them because they were too big for him to handle at the same time. 

There is a bit of Michael in all of us.  That is why this gospel is such a challenge for everyone. Jesus puts it very bluntly, “You cannot serve two masters at the same time.”

“You cannot serve both God & money & all the things that money can buy like property, cars, clothes, vacations, homes, & toys”

Jesus is not criticizing having these things. What’s in question is our attitude toward them, having our lives controlled by them and above all being able to share them with those in need.

He also questions the false illusion that if, we have money and power, we have control of our lives. Nothing could be further from the truth. All we have to do is recall the recent

financial meltdown the world experienced or the very tough winter storms we had this year that prevented travel to know that we are not in control.

So Jesus is teaching us that our only real security is total trust in God’s love for us. Isaiah    reminds us of God’s love in that wonderful imagery that even if a mother forgets her infant God will never forget us. We are asked to cling to that statement and yet so much of our time and energy is spent worrying about and securing things.

We are terrified to let go of our possessions & securities to the point where we deprive ourselves of life’s most enriching & fulfilling experiences. On a smaller scale, Michael represents that He wasn’t able to enjoy playing with either truck when he held onto both of them because his hands were full.

Our hands become full when we become so absorbed with the pursuit of  money, prestige, and power that we miss the sense of purpose God’s presence gives our lives and fail to realize the richness of love, of those who are most important to us.

If we want to know what rules our lives, we need only to examine how we spend our time and money. We need only look at our possessions, preoccupations, what drives us, what motivates us. Is it in the pursuit of a bigger home, designer clothes, having the latest gadgets?

When we get caught up in serving our social status or image, our acquisition of things our professional success, even our self-righteousness, we afflict ourselves with the anxieties such priorities always produce. 

When we chose to serve God, Make God the center of our lives, we enter a realm of internal freedom and wealth beyond calculation. Being attentive to having food, and clothing and the rest of it is normal and necessary but our priority needs to be on what God offers us and only God can give us - Eternal care.  Eternal Life.

As Christ gives himself over to us in the Eucharist and offers us a share in his eternal life, may we give ourselves over to Christ and the things of Christ.

