Today, we are deluged with telephone calls, especially with the advent of the cell phone.  I remember the days when cell phones were non-existent.  I asked myself, how did we survive in those days.  
The answering machine was a wonderful invention.  We didn’t have to keep calling the other person – we could call & leave a message at the sound of the beep. 
We were free – no more constant calling the person in order to speak with them.  We could “after the beep” leave a message.  With the arrival of the cell phone we have the opportunity of making instant contact with the person.  And still, if we did not make instant contact, we could leave a message.  The cell phone may ring at any time and any place unless we turn it on silent mode or turn it off completely. 
In fact, we frequently hear at the beginning of mass, “please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices” in order to give us some time to hear what god has to say to us and allow us to focus on the Eucharist.
Today, in our scripture we hear about the call of Paul.  He was called to be an apostle.  Like an apostle and all those who follow Christ, this call is to holiness.  
Holiness is being like Christ in everything we say and do.  I think many people fear the word holiness because they do not really understand what holiness means.  
Has anyone called you “holy” lately?  
If they have done so, why don’t you ask them what they mean.  Do you think the answer would be interesting?  I would.   Holiness is recognizing the divine life present in our secular world.  It is seeing the Christ in another which reminds and points us to the Christ, the Son of God.  Holiness is accepting our own calling at our baptism to be members of the family of God; that we have been baptized with the Holy Spirit who is the divine living in our human body.
Holiness is being the servant for others.  
It is following the example of the Lamb of God who laid down his life out of love – he sacrificed himself for others.  Holiness is recognizing that god forms us in the womb; God calls us to be light to all of the love and the presence of god in people and in our world today.  We are called to be holy and to be an apostle to bring the love of the Lamb of God and the good news of salvation to all people.  We, in our humble humanity, allow the love of the divine in us to come forth so that others may see our good works and give praise to God in heaven.
Tomorrow we commemorate the birthday and the life of Dr. Martin Luther King.  I think Dr. Martin Luther King realized his call to be holy and proclaim the love of God to all people.  A lot of what Dr. King stood for deserves recollection today.  In his famous “I have a dream” speech given in Washington, D.C. on August 28, 1963, Dr. King makes some wonderful observations and I share them with you today.
“Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of social justice.  Now is the time to open the doors of opportunity to all of God’s children.
“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘we hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal.
“I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.  This is the faith with which I return to the south.  With this faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope.  With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood.  With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day.
“This will be the day when all of God’s children will be able to sing with a new meaning, ‘my country, ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing.  Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrim’s pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring.’  And if America is to be a great nation this must become true.  When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in 
The words of the old Negro spiritual, ‘free at last!  Free at last!  Thank god almighty, 
We are free at last!’”
