Again, it is a privilege to be with you as we begin a new calendar year and as we celebrate a great solemnity in the life of the church, the Epiphany of the Lord.  As we ask God’s guidance, grace and blessing in the new year, we are reminded by the Holy Spirit that all nations are invited to sing the Lord’s praises for they have been called to hear the good news and worship the long-awaited Messiah with the gift of their lives.

Recall that on both Christmas day and the Feast of the Holy Family, Jesus is shown in the heart of family life.  But in today’s feast, he is presented to the wise men, travelers from afar.  In God’s plan, a beautiful image that this newborn son is to be the savior of all nations, all races, all ethnic groups.  Listen to the powerful words of Isaiah, the Old Testament prophet as he foreshadows this event:  “Rise up in splendor Jerusalem!  Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you … nations shall walk by your light and kings by your shining radiance.”  The similarity between this reading in the Old Testament and the familiar story of the gospel where in Matthew recounts the visit of the wise men is recognizable. We know the story so well.  Evangelists have written about it, lyricists have composed songs about it, artists have captured the event in beautiful and expressive paintings.

Perhaps one reason why the Epiphany story of the three kings has such appeal is that these three men remind us to search.  We call these searchers “wise men” who followed the star, who looked for truth, and, at great inconvenience to themselves, kept looking.  They carried with them great expectations and three well-known gifts: gold – a symbol of Christ’s royalty, frankincense - a symbol of his divinity, and myrrh – a symbol of his humanity used in burials.  For the three wise men, there were surprises.  They looked for the king expecting a royal place, but they found him in a humble stable.  Their journey was to discover a newborn king, someone of royal stock lineage, but they found beautiful simplicity, and they looked for a nation in celebration, but they discovered a silent night.

What can we learn from these three wise men?  They didn’t give up the search in the face of the unexpected or the inexplicable.  God was able to use these wise men as three great figures in salvation history because they had open and accepting hearts.  They looked for truth and never gave up.  There are always questions to ask, answers to seek.  If we are similarly wise, we will always be reminded by the three kings that an open heart and unending search are the very essence of wisdom, the opportunity for deeper faith.  We don’t know what became of the wise men.  We only know that they followed their dream, their search for truth, and their star, and god gave them meaning and surprises.  It seems to me that wise men and wise women and wise people of faith must remember with God’s grace there will always be unexpected moments to learn, to search, to hope to discover.

Here at this Eucharist, we are privileged to discover Jesus Christ, and we are reminded in this most holy sacrament that it is the same Eucharistic Lord that has first discovered us.  May this new year be blest by him who has also loved us first.
