As we celebrate this Easter Sunday mass, we are made well aware that this is the day that the Lord has made and we are here to rejoice.  It is a pleasure to greet all of you, those who are here in such great numbers at St. Michael’s cathedral and the even greater number of viewers who join us in prayer through television.  I thank Brother Terrence and the staff of catholic communications who join with channel 22 in making this live broadcast possible.

Easter has been aptly described as the exclamation point of the liturgical year.  It is the highpoint of all that we do, it is the greatest promise of our creed.  The catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us:  

The resurrection of Jesus is the crowning truth of our faith in Christ, a faith believed and lived as the central truth by the first Christian community, handed on as fundamental by tradition, established by the documents of the New Testament, and preached as an essential part of the paschal mystery along with the cross:

The catechism concludes:

Christ is risen from the dead,

Dying, he conquered death;

To the dead, he has given life.

Everything around us today speaks of celebration and the joy of Easter is evident everywhere we look.  Here in the cathedral church, the Easter spirit is alive in the fragrant spring lilies and in the joyous sound of Easter hymns which lift our hearts to the risen Jesus Christ.

Today, we join with Catholic and Christian churches throughout the world gathering in prayer to praise and to thank god for the gift of Easter.  Easter day signals Christ’s triumph over sin and darkness.  Recall that forty days ago, we began the season of lent on Ash Wednesday and with a cross of ashes, we were reminded of mortality.  Now today, Easter is a celebration of immortality, Christ’s victory over death and his promise to us of the great gift of salvation.

Listen to the powerful words of St. Paul in our second reading; ‘since you have been raised up in company with Christ, set your heart on what pertains to higher realms where Christ is seated at god’s right hand.”

We see in the tall paschal candle burning brightly before us the light of Christ.  This holy light shines to assure us of the risen Christ’s ever-abiding presence.  Christ, the light of the world, has come into our world to bring light and peace to all.

Today, we will renew our baptismal promises which in a powerful way signify new life.  Through baptism we were wiped clean and made fully alive in Christ.  The Acts of the Apostles assure:  “to Christ all the prophets testify, saying that everyone who believes in him has forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The events of holy week, the victory of the cross, remind us that through the resurrection of his son, god has granted to everyone light, healing and strength.  As members of the Christian family, we are all equally given a share in the very life of god.  All are welcome – no exceptions.  To those who worship consistently, week after week, as always thanks for your presence with us.  Especially to those who aren’t here as often as they would like, you are in the right place.
The gospel today, which recounts the resurrection story, assures us that Jesus is no longer in the tomb.  He has been raised exactly as he promised.  The disciples of Jesus went to the tomb; saw it was empty and believed.  Today we come to this holy place, we receive the risen Lord, and we say amen, literally “I believe.”  The words of our baptismal profession of our faith ask the question
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died, and was buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the father?
We answer that question with an exclamation point, an exclamation of faith.  Christ is no longer in the tomb, Christ is alive and we sing in cheerful voice alleluia.  Many centuries ago, St. Augustine said it best:  we are Easter people and alleluia is our song!
Today we are grateful to god for many things and we are grateful to you for joining us in faith to celebrate this festive day.
On behalf of Bishop Timothy McDonnell, and Bishop Joseph Maguire, and in the name of all of our cathedral and diocesan staff, we wish all of you a very happy and holy Easter.
