There’s a reflection by the Irishman, Liam swords, that speaks to today’s gospel.
In the middle ages, a group of Irish Benedictines established monasteries in Europe, extending from Germany to Kiev in the Ukraine.  Some traces of their foundation still survive, particularly in Germany.  There is a memorial plaque to one of them, St. Makarius, in the Mariankirche in Würzburg. He was the founder of the Irish monastery in that city.  

It is recorded that on the day that his monastery was officially dedicated, he performed a miracle.  Lest his young Irish novices be overcome by the grandeur of that occasion, he turned the wine into water.  A most un-irish miracle and, arguably, an unchristian one too.  It was the reverse of the Cana miracle in more senses than one.  He devalued the wine and diminished the festivities.

The miracle at Cana as recorded by St. John in today’s gospel calls upon us to focus not simply on the beginning of our lord’s public ministry but on the festivities it brought into being, the celebration of its continuance in the bread and wine of the Eucharist. 

Simultaneously, the gospel reading has some surprising details, worth reflecting on.  Mary seemed to be the first to notice that the wine had run out.  Certainly, the person in charge, the steward, was not aware of it, nor it seems was the bride and groom.  That it should happen at all indicates that the newly-weds were not very well-off.  It was the sort of happening that could have caused them enormous embarrassment, and ruined what should have been the happiest day of their lives.  

Weddings, then as now, were events of enormous social importance.  A wedding is one of those rare occasions when families put themselves in the public arena to be judged by their peers.  Even families who can ill-afford it will go all out for a daughter’s wedding. Failure to measure up might mean that they could never hold their heads high again among their neighbors.  Cana was a small, close community.  “Remember the day the wine ran out at so-and-so’s wedding” would be duly entered in the annals.  Mary was well aware how much was at stake.  She approached the only one present whom she knew could do something about it, her son, Jesus. 

Yet, Jesus had never performed a miracle and there must have been numerous times when that little family in Nazareth could have done with one.  Whenever one was needed there, it was Mary who had performed it.  Now, when a neighbor’s child was in need, it was up to him.  “They have no wine,” she said. No fuss.  No histrionics.  What followed largely explains why Catholics have always had this extraordinary devotion to Mary.  How many husbands have said to their wives, how many sons have said to their mothers, what Jesus said to Mary? “Why ask me?  What can I do?”  Mary knew, as countless wives and mothers know, they will not be refused. 
“Do whatever he tells you,” she instructed the servants.  If the story was leaked, and it must have been leaked – otherwise it would not be read today – it was not Mary who leaked it.  Probably it was the servants.  “Only the servants who had drawn the water knew.” Nobody else knew, not the steward, and mercifully not the bride and groom and their families.  And that above all accounts for the charm of this miracle.
It is a wonderful model as to how we should act, when helping others.  We should be sensitive to their needs, scrupulously careful to avoid putting them under obligation to us.
It’s fitting, then, that the Cana gospel and the example our lady set for us at Cana be among the readings for this Mass in which we begin the 2010 Annual Catholic Appeal.
First, though, let me express my personal thanks and appreciation to all those who were so generous last year.  In many ways, 2009 was an exceptionally difficult year for individuals and for families.  The economic meltdown affected income, savings, household worth, job stability, housing values and so much more.  
Certainly the social service agencies of western Massachusetts and beyond saw far greater numbers of people needing help to get by.  Still, your generosity, your willingness to help was very much manifest, despite the effect the economy had on you.  So, I thank you on behalf of all those ministries, agencies, programs and institutions that were able to act in helping others by your quiet generosity.  And I thank you especially on behalf of all those people who were aided because of you.
Last year, we observed the 50th anniversary of the Annual Catholic Appeal, and, in light of the needs that were already surfacing from the economic crisis, we asked for even greater generosity than usual.  That generosity was shown.  With a special one-time six-figure gift included, I’m happy to tell you that the 2009 Annual Catholic Appeal exceeded its 3 million dollar goal by almost 15% for a total of $3,446,552.56.  Thank you.

But now I must come to you again.  Unfortunately, the needs are still there.  The requests for help continue.  Those ministries, agencies, programs and institutions that were able to act in your name helping others last year are continuing to respond to the needs of our brothers and sisters here in western Massachusetts and, again this year, they can’t do it without your help.  So once more, the annual catholic appeal gets underway.  
As the Lenten season approaches, once again I ask for your support and your sacrifices on behalf of your neighbors in need.  The goal this year will be the same as last year.  A goal of $3,000,000 so that the ministries, agencies, programs and institutions funded by the appeal may continue the spiritual and corporal works of mercy that recognize the dignity of those in need and assist them in meeting those needs.

And in a special way, I ask Mary, the mother of us all, to intercede with her son for each of us that we may follow the example of her caring heart and do whatever he tells us.
