We as a Nation celebrate our Independence Day today. It’s a day we set aside to recognize the value and ideal that all woman and men are created equally free in God’s eyes.

Now, while we as American’s celebrate our freedom on this selected and special day, we as Christians celebrate the freedom God gives us every day because freedom is the great victory of Christ. 

Christianity is a faith that celebrates freedom. This is why St. Paul was able to write to the Galatians: “You have been called to live in freedom”, (Gal 5:13), a freedom that does not come from the law but from the Spirit: because “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” (2 Cor 3:17)                  

This freedom springs from the very heart of truth, for as St. John writes: “The truth will set you free,” (8:32) to which I would add, “but first it will drag you through the mud of history.”  


When then are we really free? We’re free when we love what we’re doing and when we’re doing what we love. We’re free when we have loved people and things, and when, because of our love, others are freer and we are less slaves to the things.


We’re free when, although racked with pain, we still hear the voice within us say, “There is hope and meaning to your life.” We’re free when we believe in a God who has created everything in freedom. We’re free when we accept the freedom of others. We’re free when our freedom is worth more to us than money. We’re free when we regard death as the gateway to the fullness of life. We’re free when we remember that goodness exists in all that God has created. We’re free when we accept the fact that our lives must be ruled by conscience, - that still small voice of God that is our soulfulness. We’re free when our freedom is not for sale at any price. We’re free when our only law is the law of love. We’re free when we know how to give ourselves to others without demanding to possess them in return. We’re free whenever we defend with conviction and with risk to ourselves the freedom of others. We’re free when, although rich, we are willing to lift others up out of poverty, for poverty is the real sin of humanity. We’re free when we believe that our God is greater than our sins. We’re free when we’re able to sense that there is continuity in the matter of creation, a unity that is the expression of the love that moves all things. We’re free when we speak to God as a friend. We’re free to the extent we set others free to make the choices their conscience and souls require.  

As Americans we have chosen this day to celebrate our Independence. As Christians we celebrate our Interdependence every day knowing that we are sent out on the road of faith two by two, believing that we grow best in faith and freedom when we travel together with respect and compassion. Come then and freely follow the Lord who sets us all free, after all the kingdom of God is at hand. 
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