In good times and in bad, I can always say that I have very fond memories of my father. He taught me many things, gave me advice on life, and even let me do a few things – just he and I – that we didn’t tell mom about. I could mention the time when he taught me how to drive. But I won’t! I do, however, remember the times we would go hit golf balls at Cole Field and the times he would pitch to me at Weston Field on the Williams College campus. It was during these moments he taught me about the rules of golf, how to swing, keep my head down, aim the ball and hit it straight. He taught me how to keep my elbow up, feet shoulder-width apart, eye on the ball at all times, swing and connect. In both golf and baseball he’d always say: “you don’t have to hit it long or hard, just hit it first.” It was during these times he taught me the rules of the game. The rules are not always easy to follow but they are there to help you; as he was always there to help me. When it came to golf, I remember one particular thing he taught me – something that I practice to this day. He told me once, before you get up to hit your ball, stand a few feet behind it and visualize your shot, see where you want it to go, step up and hit it and don’t be upset if it doesn’t go where you want it, simply think about how you will hit the next one – because sometimes it doesn’t necessarily matter how you get there but it is the end result that matters. The game of golf, then, like life, becomes a journey living one shot to the next, one experience to the next. 


In today’s Gospel, St. Luke reports the beginning of Jesus’ own journey – His journey to Jerusalem and ultimately to His death. This section of St. Luke’s Gospel is commonly referred to by Biblical Scholars as the “Journey Narrative” because in these chapters, St. Luke describes Jesus road to Jerusalem and how He attempts to gather as many disciples along the way to accompany Him. Some follow and some don’t. We heard today of some of the ones who were somewhat opposed. Its not that they were unwilling and it seems like Jesus may have been a little harsh on them. But it is not the case. Jesus’ seemingly cold rebuke to His would-be followers is not meant to turn them away but indicates to them and to us that the road on which He is traveling is not going to be easy, it will be a difficult journey because it is the journey to our freedom. Freedom in this sense is not the freedom to do whatever one feels like. No, this freedom is the experience of the deepest truth of ourselves, it is the capacity to visualize our destiny – our end goal of life, it is the capacity for true joy. This is why Elisha burns up his plowing equipment in today’s first reading. He frees himself of all earthly attachments in order to follow Elijah. This type of freedom is humble, passionate, and totally dedicated to God in daily practice. It is for their freedom that Jesus calls these gospel characters to Himself. Their response is one unlike Elisha’s. It is a response of hesitancy, a response of fear. 


Their response can be much like our own at times. We can be hesitant and fearful. Everyday, however, Jesus invites us on that same journey. He invites us to completely follow Him, to rid ourselves of all our inordinate attachments and weaknesses and be humble, passionate about Him and totally dedicated to Him. This is why we need good fathers. The world needs men who are able to step up to the plate and lead, to be courageous, who are willing to guide their families in dedication to each other and to God. This is what the call of fatherhood is all about. Fatherhood in this sense needs men who know that this is a self-less journey, a difficult road, a road that leads to one’s self-donation to wife, children, and to God. Yet, it is these types of men who become, in this world, an image of our Heavenly Father for us. They, through the Spirit’s gift, are able to become so Christ-like so as to lead forth into true freedom those placed in their care. 


Our earthly fathers – and our spiritual fathers – have set before them a daunting task; a task that calls them to be men of great faith, of great courage, and deep humility. In order to be the leaders that God calls them to be, they must live by the Spirit so as to follow the Spirit’s lead. Pray, then, for the desire to always be aware of the effects of presence of the Spirit in your hearts, minds and souls, to contemplate Him always with reverence and love because the experiences you have of His grace will spill over into your lives as Christian fathers. No, it will be an easy road – but neither was the road to Calvary. Yet, with an open heart and the practice of our faith, we find ourselves on the same journey to freedom. How then, will we, as fathers, respond to Christ’s invitation to lead, to be courageous, to be humble and passionate all at the same time?  


I’m certainly grateful for the gift of my own father – who has gone home to the Lord just a few short years ago. But I can’t help but think that his golfing advice might come in handy here – in life and in faith we can surely take a step back, visualize what type of fathers God wants us to be and then step up, hit the ball and pray that our Heavenly Father will lead us, give us the strength to be everything He has called us to be. 


May God truly bless all of our fathers on this Father’s Day. May He gladden our hearts with the gift of His peace and joy! 
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