In the parable the prodigal son, the father reflects the real god and the younger son and his brother reflect human beings.
“Choices, choices, choices.”  Free will is both exciting and scary.  The choice is to really care or not to really care.
In English, the word “love” has many meanings – crushes, infatuation, selfishness, manipulation, lust are a few of the meanings.  When god speaks about the reality of love, god means self-giving love.  God’s son, Jesus on the cross, is the greatest example of self-giving love.
Hear, o Israel! The lord is our god, the lord alone!  Therefore, you shall love the lord, your god, with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  Take to heart these words which i enjoin on you today.  Drill them into your children.  Speak of them at home and abroad, whether you are busy or at rest.  Bind them at your wrist as a sign and let them be as pendant on your forehead.  Write them on the doorposts of your houses and on your gates.” (diut. 6:4)
What does self-giving love look like?  God is self-giving love.  Look at god’s son, our lord Jesus.  Jesus “is the image of the invisible god.” (col. 1`:15).  Our lord Jesus reveals, manifests the real god, who is love.  Self-giving love delights to forgive, (prodigal son parable) is patient, available, compassionate, firm and assertive, gentle, holds no grudges, just and caring, anger, vulnerable and much more.  Jesus on the cross reveals dramatically self-giving love.
Father Gerald O’Collins, s.j. tells a story about a nun who was describing to her class of small boys and girls the story of the birth of Jesus.  The nun began with Mary and Joseph coming along the road from Nazareth to Bethlehem during the winter.  When they arrived they sought a hotel that was already booked up.  The hotel manager suggested a place up the road but there was nothing available.  Finally someone told them about a cave up on the hillside that used to house farm animals.  The nun described the cave.  It had no door to keep the wind out and was damp, dirty and cold.  Our lord Jesus was born in that place.
The nun asked the children “What would you have done if you had been there in the cave with Jesus, Mary and Joseph?”  One little boy eagerly raised his hand up and said: “Sister, I would have taken a broom and swept the cave clean.”  A little girl told the sister “I would have made three cups of coffee – one for Mary, one for Joseph and one for Jesus.”  Another little boy said: “I would have taken my jacket off and put it around baby Jesus.”  Another youngster said “I would have gathered some wood and made a big fire.”  And so the answers went on till finally the sister noticed that only the smallest child, Helen, hadn’t said anything.  Sister asked little Helen “What would you have done?”  Little Helen answered in a whisper “If Mary would have let me, I would have taken the baby into my arms and just loved him.”
Yes, self-giving love sweeps out a dirty cave, builds a fire for warmth, gives a cup of coffee and puts a jacket on the baby Jesus but very importantly self-giving love just makes time to be lovingly attentive in loving adoration.

Self-giving love is manifest in action and loving contemplation.  Self-giving love is both – and not either- or.
