For being the smartest people of their time, you would think that the scribes and Pharisees would catch on a little quicker; but the gospels are full of stories in which they challenge Jesus’ teachings only to end up frustrated and embarrassed by his very penetrating responses.
Here they are again in today’s gospel and you can almost hear the wheels turning in their eager minds.
It’s almost like they are thinking, “this time we’ll get him.  We’ve even got Moses on our side.  This preacher from Galilee can carry this love and forgiveness stuff only so far and still remain within the law.  He might be able to outsmart us, but he’ll never outsmart Moses.”
In the Law of Moses, aka the mosaic code (613 laws) the law demanded punishment for adultery, not leniency.  So, they drag this woman up to Jesus and present their accusations against her.  You can imagine their smugness as they played up to the crowd to show how righteous they were.
By sharp contrast, Jesus never loses his cool.  He just bends over and starts writing in the earth with his finger.
A lot of people, scholars and otherwise, have speculated over the ages as to what he wrote that had such a profound impact on those men.
Some have suggested that he began listing their personal, hidden sins for all in the crowd to see.  Others say that he wrote down the names of those among them who themselves had had some very indiscreet relations with this same woman.  
Somehow, though, that doesn’t seem the kind of thing Jesus would have done.  He simply was much too gentle and compassionate even with those who liked to try to trick him.  After all, he had come to convert people, and to heal people – not to condemn them.
Jesus was aware that they were fully schooled not only in the words of the Mosaic Law, which they were using to condemn this woman, but they were also trained in the words of the prophets and the psalmist.  They knew, for example, that the psalmist had declared that the lord “is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in kindness.”  They knew that god, speaking through the prophet Hosea, had also said, “i desire mercy, not sacrifice” so that, in god’s eyes, mercy superseded even the law.
When Jesus bent down, he needed to write just a simple message in order to open their minds and give them pause in their hot pursuit of this law-breaking woman.   So, it shouldn’t surprise us, if all he wrote were a few words, something like “what would god do?”
Jesus could have delivered just a short message like that, coupled with looking them straight in the eye and challenging them by saying: “let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”  They were stopped in their tracks not only by his words but by perhaps also by the snickers or laughter from the onlookers who were all too familiar with the faults of their less than perfect leaders.
At that point, I think Jesus and the woman could have just walked away and no one would have stopped them; but Jesus was not concerned to save only the woman.  He wanted to save the scribes and Pharisees as well.
So, rather than prolong the argument Jesus once more bent down and touched his finger to the ground and here again I think he could have written just a few simple words.  Three words would have been enough to sum up all he had tried to teach not only those men - but the rest of the crowd - and also us.
Those three words could have been, “become like god.” Which doesn’t mean we become gods or godlike, but rather, we desire to reflect as a mirror does the beauty of god to everyone and everything in our lives.  At any rate, whatever he wrote was just too much for them.  You can see them turn away defeated and unconverted by this gentle teacher.
Even as they depart you can almost hear them muttering among themselves, “He hasn’t heard the last of us.  Some day we’ll find a way to corner him, to cut him, and to make him bleed.”  And that’s just what they did finally because Jesus’ plea for them to have a change of heart fell on closed ears and hard hearts.
That scene has ended.  Let’s fast forward to now.  Jesus is calling us also, to become like god right here and now on this 5th Sunday of Lent in the year 2010.
Is he finding more response from us than he did from the scribes and Pharisees of long ago?  Are we, for example, more like god than we were about five weeks ago when lent began?  Has this been a season of reconciliation and conversion for us, has it been a time of growth in holiness?
There was a very powerful teaching in a Sunday gospel reading that we heard just before lent began.  It was no accident that the church placed that reading right were it was so that we would have something to think about during our Lenten season and our road to resurrection.
Do you remember it?  In that reading we heard Jesus say to his disciples, and to us, “love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”   They are powerful words.  Did they touch our hearts and help us set our goals for lent or did we turn away like the Pharisees and scribes of old.
So let’s spend a moment examining our conscience: We ask ourselves: today, am I more like god because, during this Lenten season I found ways to be more patient and considerate with my spouse, less harsh with my children, less obstinate with my parents, more willing to help those who seem to be unwanted.
Am I more ready to overlook the aggravating ways of those with whom I live, work, study, even worship?
Unlike the scribes and Pharisees who were so ready to expose the sins of others, am I ready to confess my own mistakes and sinfulness so that I can hear Jesus say to me the words that freed the woman in our story “neither do I condemn you.  Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”
This Lent is almost over.  If it has been a time of growth, congratulations - well done; but if we have not used well these past five weeks to become more like god, we need not despair.  It’s not too late. It’s never too late. Take to heart the message of Jesus.
Jesus is ready to bend down once more, not just to write a message on the ground but to inscribe it on our hearts, to enter our very hearts and fill us with his Eucharistic presence so that we can, in fact, become like god on the road to resurrection.

