Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

Were you there when they nailed him to a tree?  

The words of the spiritual are familiar, but let me ask them in a different way?

Were “you” there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were “you” there when they nailed him to a tree?

It’s easy to say that I was not there, and technically that’s true; but if the question is “Did you have any part in Jesus’ death?”  Then the answer for each of us has to be “Yes.”  Why?  Because he died for our sins and there’s not a one of us who can deny being a sinner.  So, yes, we were all there when they crucified our Lord.  And we can see glimmers of ourselves in Luke’s tale of the passion.

The story touches each person today differently just as in the original experience.  Take the centurion for example.  He was doing a routine job, supervising the execution of a criminal.  It seemed to be an easy task.  The one being crucified was half dead already from the rough treatment the soldiers had given him.  His followers had run away.  Despite the crowded streets slowing down the execution procession, the centurion looked forward to being finished early and getting back to barracks for a long lazy afternoon.  Then, it happened.  He saw Jesus die and a conviction was born immediately and forever that here truly was a man sent by god.

Like the centurion, Peter, Pilate, Simon of Cyrene, soldiers, friends and enemies were all affected, each in his or her own way.  For the centurion, a routine job had become a miracle of grace.  For many of the others, it remained just another execution.

Something similar can happen today.  The passion still has power to transform some, enrich others and leave many apparently untouched.  But the mystery of the cross is that nobody is left unaffected by the sacrifice of Christ.  The heart of every believer will be either enriched or hardened by holy week.  The better option is available to everyone who is willing to stand at the foot of his cross this week, open to the conviction that Jesus is truly the son of god who died for our sins.

Are you there when they crucify my Lord? 
