As most of you know I am from a very large family.  One of my many, many uncles, Edward by name (my father’s brother), was a lead violinist in the London philharmonic  orchestra – to this day still internationally known as one of the most prestigious orchestras in the world.
He mentioned once that all the instruments of orchestral members were always to be finely tuned – tuned almost to perfection.
Twice, at final rehearsals for a televised international concert, the conductor of international fame - Malcolm Sergeant – stopped rehearsals because of an almost insignificant note off-key.  He demanded near perfection from all members of the orchestra.   As he explained to all members “we have only one shot at this, not only because we are being televised, but always we must achieve the highest possible standard!  There will be no second best as long as I continue to conduct this orchestra!”
The discipline was second to none: the dedication and commitment was awesome.   It paid off!   It worked every time! 

I have been privileged to be Holyoke’s St. Patrick’s parade committee chaplain for the second year.  It is a great experience to be alongside the men and women who organize the great event of the second biggest St Patrick’s parade here in the states, drawing a crowd of more than 300,000 people. 
In the warm typical manner of the irish all over the world the greeting “kaid meela fault ya” meaning 100,000 welcomes to you, will be used similar to the orchestra mentioned a few moments ago – with its diversity and multiplicity of musical instruments - there is a vast diversity of personalities and characters who form the committee – each unique and valued in his or her own way.  They each have various responsibilities, roles and duties to perform.   It is all well synchronized before the big day of the parade – preferably with no unacceptable or discordant material (to continue the analogy or example: no musical notes off -key).
All members are vitally important – one cannot do without the other – but who is the conductor?
God, of course!!!!
God is the real reason we are spending so much time and energy on the St. Patrick’s parade.  We know it’s because of the faith – a god given gift – that kept the Irish so strong against all manner of persecution and hardship.  We are proud of the faith we have and the Irish blood that flows through our veins.
My main role as chaplain is to make sure that god is at the center of all that we do, say and organize and this is highlighted in the blessings and the opening and closing prayers of the meetings.
There is the story of the man who said to god “Lord, is it true that to you a thousand years is like one second to you?”  God replied “Yes it is true.” The man continued “It’s also true that you own everything in the world – all the riches, wealth, literally everything”.  God replied “That’s right”.  The man pauses and says “Will you please give me a million dollars?” God replied “sure! Just wait a second.”
The committee realizes that they have to work hard to achieve the outstanding success that they have enjoyed over the past fifty eight years – this being their 59th St. Patrick’s parade.
How true the gospel passage refers to all their efforts but with the difference that our lord, the conductor of the orchestra, is saying to them each and every one of them: 

“I came in search of fruit on the fig tree and found an abundance on it.  I will continue to cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it and it will continue to bear fruit now and in the future.
May god continue to bless St. Patrick’s day and the grand parade which is being held on the 21st of this month.  May he bless all who come to be part of that day and may he watch over them and keep them safe from all harm.
An ancient Irish blessing:
 May the good saints protect you 
And bless you today

And may trouble ignore you 
Each step of the way.

May joy and peace surround you, 
Contentment latch your door,

And happiness be with you now 
And bless you evermore.
