Chalice of Salvation Mass – May 16, 2010

Rev. Msgr. Christopher D. Connelly 

It is a privilege and a pleasure to be with you on this seventh Sunday of the Easter season.  I thank Br. Terry, Mrs. Marie Renaud and all the dedicated Catholic Communications staff who each week so faithfully share this special ministry with all of us, especially with the viewing audience.  To all who are watching Chalice of Salvation, thank you for joining us in prayer and please know of our prayers in turn for you.  Today, May 16th in addition to being the last Sunday before Pentecost, also happens to be in the church, World Communications Day.  I am pleased to offer this mass for all who serve the diocese in Catholic Communications.  

Br. Terry likes to say proudly that this broadcast is “live and in color.”  It is a special blessing to be able to communicate our catholic faith by using the latest technology.  Pope Benedict VXI, in his message to the universal church on this World Communications Day notes:  The world of digital communication, with its almost limitless expressive capacity, makes us appreciate all the more St. Paul’s exclamation:  “woe to me if I do not preach the gospel.”  The Holy Father continues that the increased availability of new technologies demands greater responsibility on the part of those called to proclaim the word…” and he concludes:  Priests stand at the threshold of a new era:  as new technologies create deeper forms of relationship across greater distances, they are called to respond pastorally by putting the media ever more effectively at the service of the word.  Here in the Diocese of Springfield, under the leadership of Bishop McDonnell, we endeavor to make the Holy Father’s words come to fulfillment.  The pope assures: God’s loving care for all people in Christ must be expressed in the digital world not simply as an artifact from the past, or a learned theory, but as something concrete, present and engaging.  Finally our pastoral presence in the world must thus serve to show our contemporaries, especially the many people of our day who experience uncertainty and confusion that “God is near, that in Christ we all belong to one another.”

The assurance of the Lord who is very near is so very evident in the gospel of John which the church sets before us today.  It is a beautiful and powerful prayer which Jesus expressed in stirring words.  Included in that prayer were not just the disciples of that day, but he prayed for all disciples of every nation and generation.  Is it not a remarkable source of consolation that Jesus prays for us.  Despite our own frailties and shortcomings, our Lord wants us to be close to him, and even more amazing, he promises to be close to us.  If we listen to his words, we are made well aware that the gifts of unity, compassion and unreserved love are at the very heart of his prayer.  We are all in this together – the saying goes – but we are in with the power and presence of the Lord who is indeed very near.  Listen to the opening words of today’s gospel:  “Holy Father, I pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me.”  Placed in scriptural context the power of those words are even more evident.  Jesus shares these words with his disciples on the eve of his crucifixion.  On the night before his saving death he’s gathered with his disciples and he prays for them, he prays for us, he prays for all people of faith to know unity and peace and blessing.  Someone once said that in a world that continues to idealize independence and competitiveness, Jesus’ vision of the mutual care of all people is a work in progress.  It seems to be that statement is very true and I suggest that it takes all people to make that work progress!  The Lord’s prayer for unity is answered anytime we do our own small part to advance God’s kingdom here on earth.  His prayer is answered whenever the hungry are feed, the weak are made strong, the naked are clothed, the outcasts are embraced, the weeping have someone help them to laugh.  In short, anytime we respond in the Lord’s name, the prayer of Jesus is made real.  On this Communication Sunday, may we resolve, each in our own way, to bring that prayer to all in need.  Perhaps St. John  Eudes, many centuries ago, summed it up best:  

I ask you to consider that our Lord Jesus Christ is your true head, and that you are one of his members.  He belongs to you as the head belongs to its members; all that is his is yours:  his spirit, his heart, his body, his soul, and all his faculties.  You must make use of all these as of your own – to serve, praise, love, and glorify god.  And so he longs for you to use all that is in you, as if it were his own, for the service and glory of the Father.”

