“Men in a hurry!” “Men with a mission!”
These are the images I identify with the passage from the acts of the apostles we heard moments ago.  It follows upon last Sunday’s episode.  Today’s reading can leave us out of breath: “returned to Lystra, to Iconium, to Antioch.  Then off to Pisidia, Pamphylia, to Perga and then down to Attalia and finally back to Antioch!”  “Men with a mission! Men in a hurry!”  Witnesses calling us to witness to God’s promised presence, to god’s light conquering the darkness.
What’s most impressive to me in today’s passage is what Paul and Barnabas did when they got back to Antioch.  “They called the church together and reported” – not on all the places and sights they saw.  No! The passage says “they reported what god had done with them!”  Keep in mind when reading today’s passage the dark days for Paul and Barnabas that we heard in last week’s events.  Recall how they were “contradicted with violent abuse from the prominent men of the city who out of jealousy stirred up a persecution and expelled them from their territory.”
When confronted, I imagine that Paul and Barnabas remembered only too well their earlier dark days; the terrifying blindness that struck Paul on the road to Damascus; the horrific chaos and confusion endured by Barnabas and the disciples during those hours of alarming and paralyzing darkness of Jesus’ passion.
The disciples could never shred from their memories that night at the table as Jesus spoke of his betrayal at the hands of one of them!  With sadness they would describe how Judas, after eating the bread, left the room to do the horrible deed that would bring on that dreadful night.  It was only at times like their gathering with the new disciples in Antioch that they gradually came to understand the mysterious words Jesus spoke after Judas had left: “now is the son of man glorified and his god glorified in him!”
Through town after town they went reporting all that God had done with them.  As hearts were touched and minds converted, amazingly the door of faith opened to the gentiles as well.
They witness with their own eyes god being glorified.  They recognized the amazing truth always promised by Jesus:  that god would be glorified beyond all expectations once Jesus was lifted up from the earth in death and resurrection.
They also realized the importance of repeating the story over and over:  the story of Jesus passing through the darkness of Calvary to reveal God’s Easter light.
Each year, beginning with the Easter vigil and for the fifty days following, we re-tell the story of Jesus’ light conquering the darkness,  we re-tell the story so that through him, with him and in him we too might conquer our darkness.
As disciples how important that we also share our own memories with each other; telling our own stories of conquering the darkness that continues to threaten us.
Right here in our chapel we have representatives from mass citizens for life.  They have so many stories to tell.  Stories of fidelity as this ministry year after year tenaciously proclaims the sacredness of life, especially the life of the unborn.
We also have representatives of the elms college service ministry.  Recently they spent their spring break in Honduras, Jamaica and New Orleans working with people enduring a lot of darkness in their personal and social struggles.  I believe a common thread of their experience was finding once again the light conquering the darkness.  Someone sent me the blog, “Catholic Voices” promoted by the diocese.  I was deeply moved by these stories.  I would like to read from one blog reflection written by soon–to-graduate, Meg Donnelly.  For me, this powerfully proclaims the resurrected light overcoming the darkness.
“Recently, I was in Talanga, Honduras, with eight other Elms students, Sr. Carol and Fr. Stelzer, working with five Passionist volunteers currently stationed there.  I accompanied the poor and believe I connected with the poor on an extremely intimate level.  Though they struggle immensely on a daily basis, the resilience of their spirits is more than just admirable:  for me it’s incomprehensible!  God sides with the poor; when we surround ourselves with the poor we see god most apparent.  When I would see a person there too sad to hide their sufferings, I would see god even more strongly.”

“One day we went to a fourth grade class to help teach English.  Not two minutes passed when I was approached by a child, given a sticker, a smile and a hug.  Mere seconds passed and I was showered with more gifts, one was a necklace with a cross.  These children have nothing.  Many are starving.  So this generosity was not just to be admired, it was something that brought me to tears and gave me hope in humanity again.”
“I know, thanks to the grace of God, I will never be able to rid myself of these people or this profound experience, and I am so grateful for this.  Though we live in what is too often a greedy and corrupt world, we must remember that so often it is those who are oppressed who reflect god the most.”
I have learned so much from our young people today:  these Elms students on spring break, our Passionist volunteers living together in faith communities committed to serving those living at the margins of life in Honduras and Jamaica.  They are men and women in a hurry, men and women on a mission!  They proclaim once more the Easter story that the light of God has come into the world to shine in the darkness.  And the darkness has not overcome it!
Here at this altar once again we keep alive the memory of the light conquering the darkness.  We offer this life giving bread and saving cup thanking god again for counting us worthy to stand in the light of his presence as we serve one another especially as we accompany those struggling in darkness.

