The biblical writers had an experience of God that was so rich and full and overwhelming that no one word, no one image, no one idea could describe it. They needed three to describe the fullness and the richness of God's giving himself to them. One God, notice, not three Gods. The doctrine of the trinity, the experience of the trinity, whatever else it is, is about one God. The lord our God is one! It was their experience of God in this way that brought the first Christians to life. It was this that gave them the strength to know love as they never had known it before. This experience was the most important thing in their lives -- and it is the most important thing in ours.
What happened to the new testament Christians was that when Jesus came into their midst they experienced God in a new, intense way that was so overwhelming, so healing, so fulfilling they couldn't contain it within themselves. They had to get the good news out -- to the whole world. What they realized had happened was that God the father, who loved them so much, was present in his son, and his son was actually present in their midst. God, as the son, was present in their midst as the perfect model of what human life is all about.
We come here because we want to know how to come alive as Christians. And here is the model who shows us. This is not some vague experience of God that is hard to grasp and hold onto. God is present as one of us. As the New Testament Christians experienced the enfleshment of God in this way, and as they lived through the events that revealed the resurrection power of God's love, they realized in a new way how much he loves us.
Moreover, they had still another experience of God's presence. Something new had happened. They said it was like a wind rushing through. They said it was life fire -- warm and vital and alive. They discovered that this experience of God's presence within them was the thing that vitalized them. They found it was a cleansing experience. The guilt that some of them were carrying around was removed. They found it was an empowering experience. They were able to stand up before kings and emperors and speak as they had never spoken before. They amazed themselves. Because of the intensity of this experience, the New Testament writers made more than three hundred and fifty references to the Holy Spirit. Consequently we know the Holy Spirit as the advocate...the paraclete...the spirit of truth...the giver of gifts...the light of hearts...the spirit of power...the comforter.
One Sunday morning, a mother said to her oldest son, "Billy, I’m not feeling well enough to go to church, but, even so, I want you to go as usual." Billy obediently carried out his mother's wish, and when he returned home, his mother asked, "Where did you sit?" Billy hesitated then replied, "Oh, I think I sat in the same place we always sit." Billy’s answer was vague enough to make mother suspicious. "What was the text of the sermon?" she asked. Again, Billy fumbled over the answer, "oh...er....let's see, it was something about 'Keep your shirt on and you'll get a blanket.'" That did it! Mother called the pastor and asked him for the text. "Be patient, and the comforter will come," he replied.

"You will receive power," said Jesus, "when the holy spirit has come upon you." it is the power to love the world in the Christ-spirit. It is the power to make a difference in it. This is nothing new to most all of you. You have heard it all before. But have you brought it from the level of intellectual understanding to the center of your being. The words by themselves are just words -- until they come from the heart.
A young woman who wanted to get married sat with a shy man on a park bench. "Do you think my eyes are like the stars?" she asked him. "Yeah," he replied. "And do you think my teeth are like a string of pearls?" she continued. "Yeah," he replied. "And do you think my complexion is like rose petals?" she insisted. "Yeah," he replied. "And do you think my hair shines like gold in the moonlight?" "Yeah," he replied. "Oh, Joe!" she exclaimed, "You say the most wonderful things!"
Why do we come together, as we do, week after week? If I were to say...
...We come together, as the community of Christ, in order to satisfy a deep hunger for God.
...We come together to experience, in community, the immediate presence of God.
...We come together to experience the presence of God in ways that will be for us healing and empowering and renewing.
...We come together in order to better our understanding that the more we reach out beyond ourselves to serve others, the more intensely we are able to experience the presence of the holy spirit of God in our lives.
And, having heard these words, most of you, I’m sure, are willing and able to nod your heads in agreement. Some of you may even be saying to yourselves right now, "Oh, father, you say the most wonderful things!" words come easily, don't they? But do they speak the truth in terms of real meaning for our lives? Do they speak the truth in terms of how they affect the way we treat one another?
The New Testament writers are concerned that we are Honest to God about ourselves; about who we are down at the level where life is pulsing and beating and pulling at us; about our rebelliousness and our hostility toward Jesus' command that we love one another; about the way we hurt other people; about our indifference to those who are reaching out to us for help; about the way we cover up and make excuses for our betrayals of our Christian heritage. The New Testament writers are constantly calling us to a deeper honesty -- an honesty about ourselves before God.
When you repent, when you are honest, when you just let the walls, the disguises, the facades fall away, in that moment of grace you begin to feel the movement of God's life within you. And you become, as never before, that unique person that you've been created to be, the loving person that God is longing for you to be. And you discover that you can relate to your family and others in a whole new way. And you discover to your delight that you can be free for others, as the lord Jesus was free for others.
In today's gospel, Jesus says to his disciples, "When the spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth". The truth is that if you are having trouble defining who you are and what you ought to be doing with your life, keep your shirt on and your patience will be rewarded.
The spirit of truth is longing to give you the guidance that will inspire you to say these wonderful things: “I sought my soul, my soul I could not see. I sought my God, but God eluded me. I sought my brother -- and I found all three!”
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