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media advisory- UPDATED


Diocese of Springfield marks passing of Pope with special Masses and events.


  


Springfield - Catholic parishes and institutions throughout western Massachusetts are planning special events marking the death of Pope John Paul II.


 


The main diocesan event will be on Thursday, April 7, at St. Michael’s Cathedral. A special Candlelight Choral Vespers Service will be held at 7pm. The Cathedral Choir of Boys and Adults will sing a special memorial Candlelight Choral Vespers service. Based on evening prayer from The Office of the Dead this service will provide an opportunity for Catholics as well as non-Catholics to pray for, remember, and honor Pope John Paul II. The choir of Saint Stanislaus Basilica in Chicopee will also take part in this service and will sing a special Polish hymn honoring the Pope’s heritage. 


 


On number of other local events are also being planned throughout western Massachusetts. 





Three events have been announced for Tuesday, April 5. Catholics in North Adams will have offer special liturgy scheduled for 6pm at St. Francis Church in that city. At 7pm in Greenfield, the Blessed Sacrament and Holy Trinity parishes will come together for a liturgy remembering the Pontiff that will be held at Blessed Sacrament Church in Greenfield. At the Immaculate Conception Parish in Indian Orchard a 7:30pm bi-lingual, (Polish/English) Mass will feature polish hymns.  The children preparing for their First Communion this spring will take part in the liturgy. The parish also has a register book at the entrance of the Church for people to express their condolences.  This book will be eventually sent to the Vatican. 





Three more events are scheduled for Wednesday, April 6.  All the Catholic parishes of Hampshire County will gather at the mother Church of that area, St. Mary of the Assumption in Northampton for a Mass of Remembrance.  Hampshire Dean, Fr. Robert Coonan will celebrate and Fr. William Hamilton, pastor of St. Mary and Director of the diocesan Office of Worship will preach.  St. Stanislaus Basilica Parish, Chicopee the largest Polish parish in the diocese, will hold a Memorial Mass also on Wednesday at 7pm.  Hymns in English and polish will be featured during this liturgy.





And the Catholic Newman Center on the campus of the University of Massachusetts, Amherst will offer a Mass honoring Pope John Paul II for the University community. Also at 7pm. Fr. Michael W. Twardzik will be the guest preacher.





On Sunday, May 8 at 2pm, a Requiem Tridentine (Latin) Mass for Pope John Paul II will be held at Sacred Heart Church at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Holyoke. This monthly liturgy utilizes the pre-Vatican II rites of 1962 with special permission by Bishop Timothy McDonnell.





On Saturday, April 9, the diocesan television newsmagazine, “Real to Reel” will air a special 30-minute documentary of Pope John Paul II that will include local reflections on his papacy.


 


The April 15 edition of the diocesan newspaper The Catholic Observer will include a special keepsake supplement, celebrating the life and ministry of Pope John Paul II.
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