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for immediate release


Diocesan celebration to highlight needs of immigrants and refugees.





SPRINGFIELD – The Diocese of Springfield’s Catholic Charities Immigration Services will highlight the continuing needs of immigrants and refugees to the United States with a special liturgy at 4 p.m. this Saturday April 9 at St. Michael’s Cathedral, Springfield (this event was postponed in January because of a snowstorm).  The rector of St. Michael’s Cathedral and vicar general of the Diocese of Springfield, Msgr. Richard Sniezyk will offer this liturgy.





Internationally the number of immigrants, refugees and displaced persons both in the United States and worldwide has been placed at 35 million people, many living in desperate poverty. 





The Catholic Church in the United States has always placed a special emphasis in its outreach and ministry with immigrants to our country.  That effort continues through the local Catholic Charities Agency Immigration Services, which has assisted more than 600 individuals over the past two years. The coordinator of Immigration Services is Anh-Dao Le. She stated that help those from around the world with the majority coming from the former soviet republic.  The office helps immigrants prepare their citizenship documents through special citizenship classes.  Participants will come from Poland, Vietnamese, Kosovo, Belarus as well as many countries from Central and South America.





“The goal behind this event is to make immigrants feel they are a part of the community, to allow them to get to know us as we get to know them better,” commented Kaz Skroski a caseworker with  Immigration Services, “they are an asset to our community.”  





Another session of citizenship classes, offered by the diocese, will begin this month.
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