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Three more events are scheduled for Wednesday, April 6, all beginning at 7 p.m.:  

· All the Catholic parishes of Hampshire County will gather at the mother church of that area, St. Mary of the Assumption in Northampton, for a Mass of Remembrance.  Hampshire dean, Father Robert Coonan will celebrate, and Father William Hamilton, pastor of St. Mary’s and director of the diocesan Office of Worship will preach.  

· St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Basilica Parish, Chicopee, the largest Polish parish in the diocese, will hold a Memorial Mass also on Wednesday at 7 p.m. Hymns in English and polish will be featured during this liturgy. 

· And the Catholic Newman Center, on the campus of the University of Massachusetts Amherst, will offer a Mass, also at 7 p.m., honoring Pope John Paul II. Father Michael W. Twardzik will be the guest preacher.

On Thursday, April 7, at 5:30 p.m., Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish will offer a Mass, followed by a Holy Hour and Benediction for the Holy Father. At 6 p.m. on Thursday, a Mass will be held at Holy Family Church in Pittsfield. As the only Polish parish in Pittsfield, this will be a special gathering for those who had a cultural connection to the pope. At 6:30 p.m., a Mass will be held at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Granby.

On both Thursday, April 7 and Friday, April 8, Holy Cross Parish in Springfield will offer 7 p.m. liturgies for Pope John Paul II.

On Friday, April 8, a number of Masses will be held to coincide with the funeral of the pope. At St. Joseph Church, the mother church of Pittsfield, a special liturgy will be held at 12:10 p.m. On Friday morning, the Catholic schools of Pittsfield will gather in their respective churches (St. Joseph, St. Mark, Sacred Heart) to celebrate 9 a.m. liturgies. This will also be the case at St. Agnes Church in Dalton, where students from the school and parishioners will gather at 9 a.m. for a celebration of Pope John Paul II’s life. All are welcome to join administrators, faculty, staff and students at Elms College and Holy Name School in Chicopee in a Mass commemorating the life of John Paul II on Friday, April 8 at noon in Our Lady's Chapel on the Elms College campus. At St. Patrick Church in South Hadley, a 12:10 p.m. liturgy will be offered for the pontiff.

On Saturday, April 9, the diocesan television newsmagazine, “Real to Reel,” will air a special 30-minute documentary of Pope John Paul II that will include local reflections on his papacy.

On Wednesday, April 13 at 7 p.m., the parish community of St. Patrick and St. Raphael in Williamstown will gather at St. Raphael Church for a Memorial Mass. Also on that evening, people of all faiths are invited to take part in a memorial vespers service at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Granby starting at 6:30 p.m.

 

The April 15 edition of the diocesan newspaper, The Catholic Observer, will include a special keepsake supplement, celebrating the life and ministry of Pope John Paul II. 

 

-30-

(Editor’s note: The Mass previously listed for May 1 at Sacred Heart Church in Holyoke will not be a requiem Mass for the pope. There will still be a Latin-rite liturgy offered on that date.) 
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media advisory- final update 


Change in Holyoke liturgy- 4 new events listed





Diocese of Springfield marks passing of Pope with special Masses and events.





SPRINGFIELD – Catholic parishes and institutions throughout western Massachusetts are planning special events marking the death of Pope John Paul II.


 


The main diocesan event will be on Thursday, April 7, at St. Michael’s Cathedral. A special Candlelight Choral Vespers Service will be held at 7 p.m. The Cathedral Choir of Boys and Adults will sing a special memorial Candlelight Choral Vespers service. Based on evening prayer from The Office of the Dead, this service will provide an opportunity for Catholics as well as non-Catholics to pray for, remember, and honor Pope John Paul II. The choir of St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Basilica in Chicopee will also take part in this service and will sing a special Polish hymn honoring the pope’s heritage. 





On Friday, April 8, the chancery and pastoral offices of the Springfield Diocese will be closed in observance of the pope’s funeral.


 


A number of other local events are also being planned throughout western Massachusetts. 





Three events have been announced for Tuesday, April 5:





* Catholics in North Adams will offer a special liturgy scheduled for 6 p.m. at St. Francis of Assisi Church in that city. 





* At 7 p.m. in Greenfield, Blessed Sacrament and Holy Trinity parishes will come together for a liturgy remembering the pontiff at Blessed Sacrament Church in Greenfield. 





* At Immaculate Conception Parish in Indian Orchard, a 7:30 p.m. bilingual (Polish/English) Mass will feature Polish hymns. The children preparing for their first Communion this spring will take part in the liturgy. The parish also has a register book at the entrance of the church for people to express their condolences. This book will be eventually sent to the Vatican. 
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