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Statement of Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell on the Election of Pope Benedict XVI





Springfield – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has issued the following statement on the election of Pope Benedict XVI. Bishop McDonnell issued this statement from Burlington, Vermont where today he is attending the ordination and installation of Bishop Salvatore R. Matano as the new Bishop of Burlington, Vermont.





“Jesus told his disciples, ‘I will not leave you orphans.’ Once again, he has kept his promise to his church by giving us a new Holy Father. 


In Pope Benedict XVI, the church has received the gift of continuity, the gift of grace, and the gift of ongoing pastoral ministry.  


The people of the Diocese of Springfield promise our new Holy Father their affection, their fidelity, and their prayers; we know that God will grace him with the ability to lead and to strengthen all God’s people. 


We rejoice that we have a new Holy Father.”





Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell


Bishop of Springfield





April 19, 2005
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