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media advisory


Local World Youth Day participants return to diocese tonight





Springfield –Don Boucher, director of the Springfield Diocese’s Office of Youth Ministry, along with a number of local young persons and adults who participated over the last two weeks in World Youth Day activities in Cologne, Germany will be returning to the western Massachusetts tonight. Sometime after 11 p.m., they are scheduled to arrive at Blessed Sacrament Church on Northampton Street (US Rt. 5) in Holyoke.





Since their departure on Aug. 10, more than 100 local young people and adults participated in various activities marking the 20th World Youth Day.  Many spent time with host families in Germany learning about the culture as well as touring historic sites and cathedrals. They also took part in spiritual activities that allowed for interaction with youth from around the world.  The event culminated with a massive rally on Saturday, an overnight vigil and a closing Mass on Sunday celebrated by Pope Benedict XVI.  German officials estimated the crowd for the weekend events at approximately 1 million people. 





Throughout their time in Germany, Boucher and local pilgrims kept in touch with the people back in the diocese through a new interactive web blog site, weobserve, which was inaugurated by the Catholic Communications ministry to coincide with the World Youth Day pilgrimage.
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