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for immediate release





Statement on local audit








Springfield – The Diocese of Springfield has received, for the second year, a positive report by auditors who have reviewed our compliance with the Charter for the Protection of Children.  





During a weeklong visit late last summer, two members of the Gavin Group reviewed all diocesan procedures as well as conducted extensive interviews with victims, members of the community and Diocesan staff.  They also met on two occasions with Bishop Timothy McDonnell.  





In issuing their findings, they noted that the Diocese had implemented the "Child Lures" prevention program in the parochial schools.  This program seeks to educate children on identifying inappropriate behavior by adults and other children and recognizing the importance of reporting those actions. 





Still to be implemented is the prevention program in the religious education programs in the parishes.  That program will begin in the spring, with full implementation taking place starting in September 2005.  This was initially identified as a “required action” however; the Diocese presented further documentation on its preparations and was subsequently found to be in compliance.





The Diocese is currently compiling, for public release, an updated report on the number of reported allegations and the outcome of those matters.  





You can read further documentation on today’s national release of the 2004 audits on-line at www.usccb.org.











-30-











PRESS





RELEASE








_1112011617.doc
[image: image1..pict]


_1112011636.doc
[image: image1..pict]


