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media advisory


National Migration Week service to include report on Tsunami relief collections.





Springfield – The Diocese of Springfield’s Catholic Charities Immigration Services will mark National Migration Week (Jan. 2-8, 2005) with a special liturgy, tomorrow – January 8 at 4 p.m.  At this liturgy, a report on the initial monies raised in Catholic parishes for Tsunami relief efforts will be announced. Many parishes have reported this was the most successful special collection ever held.  Kathryn Buckley-Brawner will be available following the liturgy to answer any questions on how these donations will be channeled through Catholic Relief Services (http://www.crs.org).





National Migration Week is held annually to consider immigrants, refugees and displaced persons both in the United States and worldwide.  Internationally that number has been placed at 35 million people, many living in desperate poverty. 





The Catholic Church in the United States has always placed a special emphasis in its outreach and ministry with immigrants to our country.  That effort continues through the local Catholic Charities Agency Immigration Services, which has assisted more than 600 individuals over the past two years. 





“The goal behind this event is to make immigrants feel they are a part of the community, to allow them to get to know us as we get to know them better,” commented Kaz Skroski a caseworker with  Immigration Services, “they are an asset to our community.”  
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(editor’s note – to coincide with tomorrow’s announcement a press release will be sent with the amount raised by ocal Catholic parishes  to date for Tsunami relief efforts.  Kathryn Buckley-Brawner will be available at the Cathedral following the Saturday liturgy. She will be in the area of the Baptismal Font to the left of the Altar.)








PRESS





RELEASE








_1112011617.doc
[image: image1..pict]


_1112011636.doc
[image: image1..pict]


