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for immediate release


Catholics in western Massachusetts raise record amount for Tsunami relief efforts





Springfield – The Diocese of Springfield has released an initial report on funds raised to assist the victims of the Dec. 26 Indian Ocean tsunami.  





As of today, more than $150,000 has been raised in special collections held in Catholic churches throughout the four western counties, which comprise the Diocese.  This amount is expected to grow after additional collections this weekend and all parishes report on donations in the coming week.  Most parishes plan to take up the collection again at this weekend’s Masses. Many pastors have commented that this was, as far as they could recall, the most successful special collection ever held.





Bishop McDonnell asked for the special collection on Dec. 29, in response to the emerging human tragedy in the stricken areas. He also asked that all the victims be remembered in prayer.  Upon receiving this initial financial report, the Bishop expressed his appreciation for the truly heartfelt and generous response by the Catholic community here in western Massachusetts for their brothers and sisters half the world away. “It is many times in such dark moments of crisis that we can best see God’s love and compassion manifested and reflected in the actions of his people here on earth.”  





All funds collected in the Diocese will be forwarded directly to Catholic Relief Services. CRS is already at work throughout this region that suffered so much, providing food, shelter and medical support to the thousands left homeless; especially in the hardest hit areas of India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Thailand.  CRS spends 94% to 96% of donations directly aiding the victims of tragedies.  CRS is among the highest rated relief agencies in the world for its outreach to victims.





Direct donations can be made mail in care of Tsunami Relief, The Diocese of Springfield, P.O. Box 1730, Springfield, MA 01102.
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(editor’s note – Although the special Migration Mass was postponed THERE WILL BE THE NORMAL 4pm Liturgy today at St. Michael’s Cathedral.  Diocesan Vicar General, Msgr. Richard Sniezyk will be available after Mass for comment on the Tsunami collection.)
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