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for immediate release





Catholics in western Massachusetts continue to raise record amount for Tsunami relief efforts.





Springfield – The Diocese of Springfield has released a second report on funds raised to assist the victims of the Dec. 26 Indian Ocean tsunami.  





As of today, $244,061.13 has been reported raised in special collections held in Catholic churches throughout the four western counties, which comprise the Diocese.  The Diocese continues to receive donations from parishes and individuals, so this amount will continue to grow. This is by far the largest amount ever raised in the Diocese in a special collection.





Bishop McDonnell asked for the special collection on Dec. 29, in response to the emerging human tragedy in the stricken areas. He also asked that all the victims be remembered in prayer.  





Earlier this week the Diocese forwarded to CRS all funds collected to date to assist its current efforts, providing food, shelter and medical support to the thousands left homeless; especially in the hardest hit areas of India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Thailand.  CRS spends 94% to 96% of donations directly aiding the victims of tragedies.  





Direct donations can be made mail in care of Tsunami Relief, The Diocese of Springfield, P.O. Box 1730, Springfield, MA 01102.
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