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Bishop appoints new Director of Parish Ministries, reestablishes Secretariat for Pastoral Ministry





SPRINGFIELD – After 25 years in the aerospace industry, some might say that Chicopee resident Jean Czajka has set her sights on even loftier goals.  Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has appointed Czajka as the new Director of Parish Ministries for the Diocese of Springfield. The appointment became effective July 5.





Born in Poland, Czajka came to the United States in 1961. She is the mother of two grown children and grandmother of two. She is a member of St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Basilica Parish where she has taken part in numerous parish ministries and activities.  She received her bachelor of arts degree in religious studies from the College of Our Lady of the Elms in Chicopee where she is currently completing her course work for a master’s degree in applied theology.





For Czajka this is the start of a new and very different career, having worked for the last 25 years in the aerospace industry. “After 25 years in the manufacturing world by day, and by night and weekends pursing my interest in religious studies and ministry. I am grateful to God for the opportunity to work fulltime in ministry with the priests, deacons and laity of the Diocese of Springfield. I’m hopeful that the organizational skills I acquired in my manufacturing career will come in handy in my new and exciting career.”


                                                                        


     Originally called the Office of Pastoral Ministry, this office was created as part of the vision of the Second Vatican Council to enhance and encourage greater participation by the laity in the mission of the church. Much of the work that is planned will center on creating a foundation for the development of a diocesan pastoral council, a stated goal of Bishop McDonnell.  In order to accomplish this, Czajka will work to enhance parish-based pastoral councils, then work regionally across the diocese with clergy and the laity to form deanery pastoral councils.  She will also be examining and fostering better communication and collaboration among parishes, encouraging more shared ministry by neighboring parish communities in each of the four western counties of the Diocese of Springfield. She will also work to affirm and call upon more individuals to become parish pastoral ministers.





In naming Czajka, Bishop McDonnell also reestablished a separate Secretariat for Pastoral Ministry under the direction of vicar general, Msgr. Richard Sniezyk. Other departments that will now fall under this cabinet level secretariat include,  Black Catholic Apostolate, Catholic Latino Ministry, South East Asian Ministry, Ministry with the Deaf, Family Life, Mission Office, and the Office of Worship and Liturgy.
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