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Bishop appoints interim victim advocate








SPRINGFIELD – Prior to his departure for a Spanish language and culture course in Mexico, Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell appointed Jane Riley as the interim victim advocate for the Diocese of Springfield. She will assume these duties, on a limited part-time basis, while a search is conducted for a permanent replacement to head up the Prevention and Counseling Services Office of the Diocese of Springfield. This position became vacant with the recent departure of Laura Failla Reilly, who announce in June that she was leaving her diocesan position to join the Holyoke Health Center


                                                                        


     In this temporary capacity, Jane Riley will monitor the toll free phone line (800 842-9055) for reporting instances of suspected sexual misconduct and abuse by clergy, religious, lay employees and volunteers.  She will also assist victims by referring them to appropriate services. 


 


                 “I am pleased to continue this valuable program which Laura (Failla Reilly) began,” commented Riley.  “It was important that during this transition these important lifelines remain. The newly created Victim Resource Center is an especially valuable resource that I’m glad to have available as a reference.”


 


                 Jane Riley worked for nearly three years in the diocesan Catholic Charities Office as the Sept. 11 victim support coordinator. She currently works for the Springfield School System.
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