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Bishop McDonnell heads off to “summer school”





Springfield – While most people are enjoying the carefree days of summer, Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell is off to “summer school” in Mexico City.





Today (Tuesday, July 19), Bishop McDonnell will begin a five-week pastoral Spanish immersion program. “Curso de Hispanidad” is an intensive course in the Spanish language and culture, designed specifically for American and Canadian bishops, priests and seminarians. This program is held in conjunction with the department of humanities and the Center for Language Studies of Mexico City’s Anahuac University.





“This has been a goal of mine for a number of years going back to my time in the Archdiocese of New York, to help me better minister to our ever increasing Spanish-speaking population.” Bishop McDonnell noted prior to his departure.





In fact, Bishop McDonnell was just hours into a similar program in March 2003 when he was informed of his appointment as the Bishop of Springfield and left that program to prepare for the transition. He decided to postpone reentering a program until after he had the opportunity to become fully acclimated with the Diocese of Springfield.





The program he will enter includes language classes and workshops, emphasis on pastoral usage, engaging in cultural exploration, hands-on pastoral ministry and practical pastoral planning. 





The Spanish speaking Catholic community continues to grow and stretches across the Diocese of Springfield. While the initial Spanish-speaking community came predominately from Puerto Rico and lived in the urban areas of Hampden County, today all four counties of the diocese have a Spanish-speaking population, many now coming from Central America and Mexico.





Bishop McDonnell will return to the diocese following the end of the program on Aug. 19.
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