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for immediate release


Blue Ribbon Commission to examine Catholic schools in the 


Diocese of Springfield.





Springfield – – Although schools are preparing to conclude the current academic year and begin the summer recess, for a small group of educators, community and business leaders the “school work” will continue this summer in a process they began earlier in the year.





Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has asked 13 people to take part in a comprehensive over-view of Catholic schools in the Diocese of Springfield.  This Blue Ribbon Commission has been working quietly for the past few months with this very broad based goal.  In forming this special commission, Bishop McDonnell said that they could have free rein, “there are no off-limits areas, no preconceived positions.  The committee should consider the clean slate approach as the framework for its deliberations.”





In asking these individuals to lend their professional expertise, the Bishop stressed that the ongoing decline in enrollment along with increasing financial burdens in the form of deficits demanded such a careful examination. Chester Clark from the diocesan finance office is serving as staff to the commission and facilitating their work.





In the academic year 2000-2001, there was a total pre-school to grade 12 enrollment of 9053 students in Catholic schools in the diocese.  This year that number dropped to 7637 students with four fewer schools, a number that will be five in September with the closing of St. Matthew’s Elementary School in Indian Orchard. 





Although the Bishop recognizes that many challenges need to be addressed, in his invitation to the members of the Blue Ribbon Commission he remained committed to the mission of Catholic education. “Since arriving as Bishop of Springfield, I have come to appreciate very much the tremendous impact Catholic school education has had on the life of western Massachusetts.  I have also learned that our Catholic schools are facing a tremendous challenge; therefore, I am instituting a Blue Ribbon Commission to look at Catholic education within the diocese.”   





The commission hopes to have a report to the Bishop this fall.
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