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for immediate release


The Catholic Observer once again recognized by national Catholic Press Association





Springfield – Once again, the national Catholic Press Association has recognized the local Catholic diocesan newspaper, The Catholic Observer. Three national awards were given to The Catholic Observer newspaper at the annual convention of the Catholic Press Association in Orlando, Fla. May 24. 





In the general excellence category, it was given an honorable mention in its circulation group of 


1-17,000. First place went to The Catholic Spirit  of Metuchen, N.J.  





An honorable mention also went to The Catholic Observer for “Best News Writing on a Local or Regional Event.” The paper was honored in its circulation category for its coverage from January to March on the sex abuse scandal in the diocese and the resignation of Bishop Thomas Dupre. 





Fred LeBlanc, longtime and noted photographer for The Catholic Observer, garnered another award in the “Best Scenic, Still Life or Weather Photo.” His photo, entitled “First Light,” was recognized among all circulation categories. The photo appeared in the January 2004 issue and depicted a rising sun over a snowy field. 





Sister of St. Joseph Cathy Homrok, chief operating officer of the Catholic Communications Corporation, said, “getting a newspaper ready for publication every two weeks is truly a collaborative effort. We of The Catholic Observer are delighted with the three 2005 honorable mention awards we’ve received from the Catholic Press Association which recognize the quality of the work we do together here.”
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