[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.wmf] 

Diocese of Springfield



65 Elliot Street - P.O. Box 1730

Springfield, Massachusetts 01101

 Office of Public Affairs and Information 




                            Telephone (413) 452-0648










        
                                          FAX (413) 747-0273

[image: image3.wmf] 

[image: image4.wmf] 

           







                                            E-mail: m.dupont@diospringfield.org


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���











June 15, 2005





							           		    


  Contact


							Mark E. Dupont


413-452-0648


413 478-8516(cell)














for immediate release


Diocese of Springfield files legal action





Springfield – The Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield has filed a Declaratory Judgment action in Hampden County Superior Court asking that the court determine the obligations of our insurance carriers to reimburse the diocese for past settlements of sexual abuse claims and determine responsibility for payment of future claims.  Attorneys for the diocese filed this action on Tuesday, June 14.





Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has stated that the resolution of these issues is necessary so that the Diocese can resolve outstanding, legitimate claims.





The action points out seven different insurance carriers covered the diocese from 1968 to 1990, the date of the last claim.  Some claims bridge time periods when the diocese had several difference insurance carriers.  The diocese and the insurance companies have had multiple discussions to try to resolve these matters without the necessity of involving the courts.  One of the main insurers for the diocese, the Home Insurance Company, became insolvent and its obligations to the diocese are now the responsibility of the Massachusetts Insurers Insolvency Fund.  This situation created the need for the court’s involvement to resolve questions that arise as a result of insurer insolvency.





The insurance carriers involved in this action are Travelers Property Casualty Company; Massachusetts Insurers Insolvency Fund; North Star Reinsurance Corporation; Underwriters at Lloyd's, London; Centennial Insurance Company; Interstate Fire & Casualty Company; and Colonial Penn Insurance Company.
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