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for immediate release


Father Joseph Quigley, former Director of the Newman Center at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, died on June 10, 2005.





Amherst, Mass. – Father Joseph Quigley died on June 10, 2005 at Amherst after a long illness. Father Quigley served as a campus minister at the Newman Center from 1960 until his retirement in 1993. Born in 1924 in Marblehead, he grew up in Ware, Massachusetts. After graduation from Ware High School, he went on to American International College. His college career at AIC was interrupted by the Second World War, in which he served as an infantryman in Italy. Following the war, he obtained a business degree from Fordham University before beginning his studies for the priesthood. He was ordained in 1956.





Last September, Father Quigley noted that he had two missions in life. First, he wanted to make religion fun. He said: “I know that probably sounds disrespectful to some. But I thought Jesus was a fun guy. He walked on water. I thought religion ought to be fun, not lugubrious, not heavy.” Second, Father Quigley wanted to lift people out of fatalism. Before he became a priest, he looked over his own life and measured himself as a failure until another priest told him that even if you are a “flop in the eyes of the world, you can be a success in the eyes of God.” After that, Father Quigley felt as if Jesus was saying, “Quigley, I can make you into a tree, even if you’re a dandelion, no guts.” Lifted up from fatalism, made strong in Christ, Father Quigley wanted to tell people they could be lifted up, too. “Maybe you can’t do something right now but with God’s help, you can get around the problem, or over it, or under it. You can lick it. You can be liberated.”





Father Quigley  became a legend in Amherst, not only to the thousands of students to whom he ministered over the years but to the larger University and Amherst communities. He was Amherst Police Chaplain, Memorial Day Master of Ceremonies, member of the Board of the Interfaith Housing Corporation, UMASS Honorary Alumnus, UMASS Chancellor’s Medal recipient, Honorary doctoral degree recipient from the University of Massachusetts and Our Lady of the Elms College, Chaplain of the Amherst Legion Post #148, Charter member of the Amherst Kiwanis, to cite only some of his honors and achievements.





Last September,  Father Quigley reflected: “I know God called me and I feel that to this day. I feel more enthusiastic about religion than ever. I can only thank God and thank all the wonderful people I met, for making my life happy and fulfilled.” The Newman Center community joins many others in returning his thanks a thousand fold for having had the privilege of coming to know and love a true father, a compassionate son of God. We will always remember his oft-stated advice: “Do what you can reasonably, and leave the rest to God.”





Funeral and wake will be held at the Newman Center, 472 North Pleasant Street in Amherst, MA. There will be a wake from 12-4 pm on Sunday, June 12, 2005, a prayer service at 7 pm. 


A funeral mass will be celebrated at 10 am on Monday, June 13, 2005.
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Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell, in acknowledging Sister Gould’s decision to retire from her lifelong work in Catholic education stated, “Twenty-one years is an amazing stretch and has been a wonderful benefit to the Diocese of Springfield and its students at every level of education.  You have done a marvelous job and have been a marvelous mentor to principals, teachers and students, too.  Parents, I know, appreciate your forthrightness and candor with them and your ability to help them work more fully in integrating the Catholic faith of their children.”





Although Sister Gould has no definite plans for the future, she will explore opportunities in other church-related ministries.
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