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for immediate release


Bishop McDonnell names interim diocesan superintendent of schools.





Springfield – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has named Franciscan Sister of St. Joseph, M. Andrea Ciszewski (FSSJ) as the interim diocesan superintendent of schools effective July 1. Sister Ciszewski is currently curriculum director for the Diocesan Schools Office.





Sister Ciszewski is a native of Holyoke where she attended both Mater Dolorosa Elementary School and the former St. Jerome High School.  She received her Bachelor of Arts degree from the College of Our Lady of the Elms in Chicopee and a Master of Arts degree in theology from Christ the King Seminary in East Aurora, N.Y. 





She has served in leadership positions in her religious community, the Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph of Hamburg, N.Y., including eight years as General Minister.  Locally she was principal at St. Stanislaus School, Chicopee from 1978 to 1986. She was also an instructor and co-chairperson of the education department at Hilbert College in Hamburg, NY.





In accepting this appointment, Sister Ciszewski expressed gratitude to Bishop McDonnell for the trust he has placed with her.  “With a deep sense of humility and appreciation, I accept this appointment and believe that I bring the experience of someone who has gratefully and joyfully been educated in this diocese. I have had the tremendous pleasure of working with Sister Bette Gould for the past six years and share her belief in the importance of Catholic education to our Church and the broader community.”





She went on to express gratitude to her religious congregation for the many, varied educational experiences and professional enrichment which prepared her for this position.





On June 9, the diocese announced that long-time Diocesan Superintendent of Schools and Sister of St. Joseph Bette Gould would step down on July 1 after 21 years in that position. On Wednesday, June 22, Bishop McDonnell will offer a Mass of Thanksgiving honoring Sister Gould’s years of service.  This special liturgy will take place at 4 p.m. at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Springfield.
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