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for immediate release


Laura Failla Reilly leaving diocesan post to assume a new position at Holyoke Health Center





Springfield, Mass. – Laura Failla Reilly, the diocesan secretary for Health and Human Services as well as the director of the Springfield diocese’s Child Abuse Prevention Services, has submitted her resignation to Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell.  Reilly is leaving to assume the position of director of behavioral health services at the Holyoke Health Center. 





Reilly came to the diocese in November 2002 and immediately began implementing programs and procedures to bring the Diocese of Springfield into compliance with the “Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.  During her tenure, she has worked to expedite the Review Board’s process; reached out to victims and victim advocacy groups to explain services available through the diocese; helped to compile the local John Jay Study; worked with auditors from the Galvin Group in ensure that the diocese was in compliance and if there were concerns, worked to remedy them. She also helped to create various programs and materials to address the needs of victims and help to prevent any future instances of abuse.





“Submitting my resignation was bittersweet.  On the one hand, I am very sad to be leaving my position at the diocese; on the other hand, I am very excited about the new challenges facing me at the Holyoke Health Center,” Reilly commented.  “I have loved being the victim advocate. I hope I have been able to bring some healing to the victims, the families, the priests, and the entire church community.”





In accepting her resignation, Bishop McDonnell stated, “The service you have performed over the past three years has been of tremendous assistance and help not only to victims of sexual abuse, but simultaneously to the whole Diocese of Springfield in providing an education and opportunity for growth in understanding, learning and comprehension of the crisis.”  





In recognizing the importance of this position, especially to victims of abuse, Bishop McDonnell has pledged to find a person who, like Reilly, will have a clinical background and continue the diocese’s work of outreach and education.
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