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Commenting on upcoming ordination of these three new priests, diocesan vocation director, Father Gary Dailey, said, “The Catholic Church of Springfield rejoices in the ordination of 3 men to the priesthood.  Hopefully these young men will inspire other young men to respond to the call of Christ to follow him.  The various backgrounds of the men being ordained speak to the fact that God works in all different kinds of people and he calls men from the world to serve in the world and be witnesses of hope to a people who hunger for God's Word and sacraments."
On Friday evening, prior to the ordination, the three men to be ordained, along with others currently studying for the priesthood, will participate in a Holy Hour for Vocations beginning at 7 p.m. at St. Michael’s Cathedral. This event will be held in conjunction with World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests that was begun in 2002 by Pope John Paul II.  Diocesan vicar general, Msgr. Leo Leclerc, will be the celebrant of the Holy Hour.  Father Thomas Schmitt, a diocesan priest and professor at Pope John l XXIII, will be the guest homilist. 
Following their ordination on Saturday, each of the three will receive his first assignment from Bishop McDonnell.

-30-

(editors… pictures of the three men are being attached to the electronic release and are available upon request.)
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for immediate release


Northampton man to be ordained a priest by Bishop McDonnell on Saturday





Springfield, Mass. – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will ordain three local men into the diocesan priesthood this Saturday, June 4, at 11 a.m. at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Springfield. During this special liturgy which will mark the rite of ordination, Paul (Joseph) Archambault, Michael (Carl) Lillpopp and Jeffrey (Robert) Minkler will be ordained Catholic priests.





Archambault is the youngest of four children born to Gerald and Mary Archambault of Northampton. Born Feb. 18, 1969, he was a 1987 graduate of Northampton High School. He graduated in 2000 from St. John’s Seminary College in Brighton and went on for advanced studies at St. John’s for one year and then Holy Apostles Seminary in Cromwell, Conn., where he earned his master’s degree in divinity. Throughout his formation he has served in a number of pastoral assignments including St. Mary Mother of the Church Parish, Lee; St. Patrick Parish, South Hadley; St. Patrick Parish, Chicopee; and the Tribunal Office of the Diocese of Springfield.  His most recent diaconate assignment was at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Chicopee. He will celebrate his first Mass on Sunday, June 5 at Sacred Heart Parish in Northampton, the home parish of his parents.





Lillpopp is the oldest of three children born to Frederick and Marjorie Lillpopp of Dalton. Born April 19, 1972 he graduated from Wahconah Regional High School in Dalton in 1988. For the last 12 years, he has been a member of the United States Air Force serving in various capacities at bases both here in the states and abroad. In 2001 he graduated from St. John’s Seminary College in Brighton.  He went on for advanced studies to St. Mary Seminary and University in Baltimore from where he graduated this year. As part of his formation, he served at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in West Springfield and numerous military installations including Dover Air Force Base, Del. and the Air Force Academy in Colorado. He will celebrate his first Mass at the family’s home parish, St. Agnes, Dalton. Following ordination, he will serve as a 1st Lieutenant chaplain in the Air Force Reserve in addition to his diocesan assignment.





Minkler is the son of Timothy and Nancy Minkler of Stockbridge, the older of two children. Born Dec. 6, 1972, he graduated from Monument Mountain High School in 1991. In 1995, he graduated from Sacred Heart University with a business degree after which he worked briefly for the family insurance business.  He went on to complete his master’s degree from St. John’s Seminary Brighton. As part of his pastoral formation, he served at St. John the Baptist Parish in Ludlow and more recently as a deacon at St. Patrick Parish, South Hadley. He will celebrate his first Mass on Sunday at St. Mary Church, Lee, his home parish. 
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