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for immediate release





Bishop approves changes to Pittsfield Catholic Schools





Springfield -  Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has approved recommendations for changes to the Pittsfield Catholic Schools that will be implemented in the fall. The Catholic Schools of Pittsfield Board of Trustees and the Diocesan Catholic schools office, working with school administrators, faculty, and parents created these recommendations.  





These initiatives came as the result of many months of hard work and collaboration, and have been created to address the fiscal well-being of the Catholic schools in Pittsfield while not compromising their academic mission. 





Beginning in September the Catholic Schools of Pittsfield will consist of two schools, St. Mark’s, which will be kindergarten through grade 7 and St. Joseph Central High School that will expand to include grade eight.





	In a letter sent home to parents on Friday, June 10, Michael Daly the chairperson of the Board of Trustees stated, “This new structure, we believe, will create clarity and add strength to an already first rate “K – 12” school system, which has stood the test of some very difficult decisions over the past several months.  Your patience in this process has been remarkable, appreciated and serves as an example of your faith.”





	As part of the changes announced, the office of President of Pittsfield Catholic Schools will be eliminated.  The current president, Dr. William Fitzgerald has accepted a position to lead a school where he began his academic career. Ms. Margaret Downing, the present administrator at St. Joseph High School, will be expanding her responsibilities to include development and recruitment. Downing has extensive board experience, and she has developed strong connections within the local community.





	Other staff changes will include the appointment of Mrs. Donna Quallen to the position of vice principal of St. Joseph Central High School. Quallen is licensed with the Department of Education in administration, has played a leadership role in securing participation for the Pittsfield Catholic schools in the Berkshire Wireless Learning Initiative, and will continue to chair the Transition Steering Committee. In addition, Ms. Margaret Skowron has been hired as the principal of St. Mark School.  Skowron is a well-respected educator in Pittsfield with extensive experience in the K – 12 learning environment, with over 34 years of experience with grades K – 7.    





	A meeting for parents will be held on Monday, June 13 at 7 p.m. at St. Mark’s School in Pittsfield
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