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for immediate release


Diocesan superintendent of schools stepping down, ending 21-year tenure.





Springfield, Mass. – Sister of Saint Joseph Bette Gould has announced her intention to step down as the superintendent of diocesan schools effective July 1, ending her 21-year tenure as the head of Catholic schools in western Massachusetts and 45 years in the field of Catholic education.





“I’ve been blessed with countless enriching experiences over the years and privileged to work with many wonderful and dedicated people in our Catholic schools,” she commented. “After 45 years I decided it was time for a change, time to move on to new challenges and opportunities.”





Sister Gould, a North Adams native, has spent her entire religious life working in Catholic schools, starting out as a teacher and eventually becoming principal of both the former St. Joseph High School in North Adams and St. Joseph Central High School in Pittsfield, as well as principal of Our Lady of Hope School in Springfield.





In 1982, she came to the diocesan schools office as a curriculum coordinator for mathematics and science programs. Two years later Bishop Joseph F. Maguire, then bishop of Springfield, appointed her superintendent of diocesan schools. She went on to serve during the leadership of four bishops, in times that have been financially challenging for Catholic schools. Despite this fact, she remains confident in the mission of Catholic education.  “Catholic schools continue to nurture and educate our children in a manner second to none. We are proud that our schools are widely recognized for their academic excellence.”





Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell, in acknowledging Sister Gould’s decision to retire from her lifelong work in Catholic education stated, “Twenty-one years is an amazing stretch and has been a wonderful benefit to the Diocese of Springfield and its students at every level of education.  You have done a marvelous job and have been a marvelous mentor to principals, teachers and students, too.  Parents, I know, appreciate your forthrightness and candor with them and your ability to help them work more fully in integrating the Catholic faith of their children.”





Although Sister Gould has no definite plans for the future, she will explore opportunities in other church-related ministries.
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