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media advisory/ background info





Holy Week/Easter





Springfield – Catholics will in the coming days mark the most holy days in the Church year with the commemoration of Holy Thursday, Good Friday & Easter.  Collectively these are called the Easter Triduum – three days. Lent officially ends on Holy Thursday.  





	Holy Thursday marks the commemoration of the Last Supper, the Passover meal that Christ celebrated with his disciples on the night before his death.  On this day, parishes are allowed to celebrate only one Mass, in the evening. This Mass includes the Washing of the Feet, re-enacting the actions of Jesus Christ before the Last Supper.  It is the theme of the celebration, Christ as the servant, offering the Eucharist as an everlasting remembrance.  Catholic churches remain open late tonight for private prayer.  Bishop Timothy McDonnell will offer the Holy Thursday liturgy tonight at 7 p.m. at St. Michael’s Cathedral.  This will be a bilingual liturgy. At the end of the liturgy, Bishop will offer loaves of bread to be brought home and shared with family and friends.





Good Friday commemorates the day on which Jesus Christ was put to death on a cross. No Mass is offered on this day.  At 3p.m., the time, which by tradition marks the death of Christ, Bishop McDonnell will begin a Good Friday Service at St. Michael’s Cathedral. It will feature a reading of the Passion, the Veneration of the Cross and a brief communion service. In the evening at 7:30pm, the Cathedral will host Tenebrae – a dramatic service of light, music and scriptural readings held to mark the death of Jesus Christ. Msgr. Richard Sniezyk will preside at this service. In addition, the traditional outdoor Way of the Cross, organized by the Catholic Latino community, is planned to start at 1pm on Friday, ending with a service at Blessed Sacrament Church in Springfield.





	No Masses are allowed during the day on Holy Saturday. Some parishes especially polish ethnic parishes; offer a blessing over Easter food throughout the day on Saturday. The celebration of Christ Resurrection, a central point of the Catholic faith, can only begin after sundown on Saturday. This service, sometimes referred to as the Great Easter Vigil, begins in darkness in all churches as the fire is blessed and a new paschal candle lit symbolizing Christ’s presence among us as the light of the world.  The celebration also includes the annual blessing of Holy Water – to be used throughout the coming year.  Easter is the highest of all Christian holy days, and the vigil celebration dates back to the earliest Christians.  In over 30 parishes, this celebration will also include welcoming new members into the Church through the reception of one or all of the three sacraments of initiation, Baptism, First Communion, and Confirmation. Bishop McDonnell will celebrate the Easter Vigil at St. Michael’s cathedral starting at 7 p.m., he will also celebrate the traditional televised Easter Liturgy at 10 a.m. the next day also at the Cathedral and broadcast on WWLP TV22.





-30-











PRESS





RELEASE








_1112011617.doc
[image: image1..pict]


_1112011636.doc
[image: image1..pict]


