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for immediate release


Massachusetts Catholic Bishops issue statement on human cloning and research on human embryos.








Springfield – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has joined with all the leaders of Massachusetts Catholic dioceses, including Archbishop Sean O’Malley of Boston, in issuing a 


two-page statement opposing human cloning and research involving human embryos.





The statement has been sent to all priests and deacons across the commonwealth, to be shared with parishioners in the coming week.  In addition, the statement will be published in all Massachusetts’ Catholic newspapers, including this week’s edition of The Catholic Observer.





The Bishops have issued this statement to educate both Catholics and the wider community on the moral issues that must be considered when confronting these issues. They felt their message was especially urgent in light of reported attempts to “fast track” legislation on Beacon Hill.  





In making their statement, the Bishops are re-affirming Catholic teaching with regard to the absolute dignity of all human life. In doing so they also make clear that, they do support “adult” stem cell research that has a proven record of success.





In addition to this statement, the Bishops have also authorized a media awareness campaign that will include newspaper advertisements and television commercials, as well as a 10-minute video, which is being prepared for parish use.
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