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for immediate release


Pioneer Valley Excellence in Teaching Awards given to eight Catholic school teachers.


  


Springfield – Eight local Catholic school teachers are among those being honored this year with the Pioneer Valley Excellence in Teaching award. The Irene E. & George A. Davis Foundation, the Harold Grinspoon Charitable Foundation, the Mass Mutual Financial Group, the Community Foundation, and the Southworth Paper Company provide these recognitions.   In total, 93 teachers from 18 school systems are being honored this year.





	The Catholic school teachers honored are, Carol Brown (middle school science/math, Our Lady of Hope, Springfield); Kathleen Dziok (computer, St. Stanislaus, Chicopee); Helen Finn (kindergarten, Mater Dolorosa, Holyoke), Sister of St. Joseph Mary Ferguson (religion, St. Mary High School, Westfield); Elizabeth Kranz (grade 1, St. Mary, Longmeadow); Susan Kurpaska (grade 2, St. Joan of Arc/St. George, Chicopee); Margaret Lecko (grade 1, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Springfield); and Julie Leonard (middle school social studies, St. Patrick, Chicopee). They will be honored at a celebration to be held May 3 at the Log Cabin Banquet Facility in Holyoke.





	The breadth of the program is patterned after the National Grinspoon-Steinhardt Awards given to teachers in Jewish Education.  It is the sponsors’ belief that teachers are very important in shaping the lives of children in our society and in the community in which they live.   It is also their belief that we need to focus on, support and encourage these extraordinary professionals who are expected to carry out multiple programs in very challenging settings in our society today.  


		 


As an extended means of support for these celebrated teachers, the Academy of Teachers has been created to offer a technology instruction program through a collaborative effort with WGBY and a partnership with Springfield College.  Celebrated teachers are invited to participate in collaborative programs that benefit budding teachers as well as veteran teachers in the field of education.  
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