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Diocese designates Colebrook Realty Services to handle real estate matters.





Springfield – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has selected Colebrook Reality Services to begin handling diocesan and parish real estate services.





This selection was necessitated by the recent creation of a separate non-profit corporation to oversee diocesan cemeteries, known as The Diocesan Cemeteries of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield, Massachusetts, Inc.  Since this will require that Joe Kostek to devote all of his time to the new corporation as its president, he will no longer be available for real estate services to the parishes.  Mr. Kostek will be relocating his office to Gate of Heaven Cemetery.





Due to the “Corporate Sole” structure of the diocese and the need for continuity in applying diocesan policy, the single-point contact arrangement will be continued to best serve both the parishes and the diocese.  An experienced, professional, full-service real estate firm will now serve as the single-point contact for the parishes.  Requests for Proposals were sent to five local full-service real estate firms.  Three firms chose to respond. Interviews with principals of those firms were held. Bishop McDonnell decided to enter into a one-year contract for services with Colebrook Realty Services, Inc.  Colebrook Realty will provide effective strategic planning advice, maximize profitability and responsiveness to the parishes, and coordinate transactions with our legal counsel.





Colebrook will be compensated by commission for work performed in connection with parish related sales, acquisitions, and leases.  As is customary, commission will be deducted as part of the expenses related to any sale.  Commissions related to leases and acquisitions will be billed directly to the parish for which the work is performed.  General real estate related questions will be answered without charge to the parishes.  Colebrook has agreed to work with qualified local real estate firms as may be requested by the parish.  Colebrook will report to John Shuman Secretary for Temporalities.  A more detailed procedural and services document will be forthcoming.  In the meantime, the main contacts at Colebrook are Mr. Jack Dill (781-0066) and Mr. Mitchel Bolotin (781-0066).  Pastors should contact Mr. Dill or Mr. Bolotin directly.  The regular Building Commission approval process remains in effect.  Colebrook Realty replaces Joe Kostek in that process.
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