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David Baillargeon from Huntington is the husband of Lori Ann and the father of five children.  He owns his own auto recycling business and is a member of Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, Russell. He will serve at his home parish as a deacon.

 

Joe Channing Bete from Greenfield is the husband of Marie and the father of five children. He is a retired publisher and is a member of Holy Trinity Parish, Greenfield.  He will serve in his home parish as a deacon.

 

Paul Briere from Feeding Hills is the husband of Linda and the father of two children. He is employed by GE Financial and is a member of St. John the Evangelist Parish, Agawam. He will serve at his home parish as a deacon.

 

James Conroy from West Springfield is the husband of Mary and the father of two children. He is employed by the Diocese of Springfield and is a member of St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, West Springfield.  He will serve at his home parish as a deacon.

 

Paul Federici from Westfield is the husband of  Mary and the father of three children. He is employed by Baystate Health Partners and is a member of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, Westfield. He will serve at his home parish as a deacon.

 

Antonio Gois from Ludlow is the husband of  Helena and the father of two children. He is employed by Gois Broadcasting and is a member of Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Ludlow. He will serve at his home parish as a deacon.

 

Paul Mazzariello from Granby is the husband of Carole and the father of three children. He owns Vin’s Car Wash in Holyoke and is a member of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Granby. He will serve at his home parish as a deacon.

 

George Morrell from Dalton is the husband of  Mary Anne and the father of two children.  He is employed by and a member of St. Agnes Parish, Dalton where he will serve upon ordination.

 

Al Mutti from Springfield is the husband of Veronica and the father of five children.  He is employed by the Springfield School system and in the Chaplain Office of the Massachusetts Air National Guard. He has been a member of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish, Springfield but upon ordination will be assigned to Our Lady of Hope Parish, Springfield.

 

John Reagan from Williamsburg is the husband of Margaret and the father of three children.  He is employed by Baystate Health Systems and is a member of St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, Haydenville. He will serve at his home parish as a deacon.

 

Pedro Rivera from Westfield is the husband of Aixa and the father of four children. He is employed at the Roger L. Putnam Vocation Technical School in Springfield and is a member of St. Mary Parish, Westfield. 

 

Charles Wainwright from West Springfield is the husband of Jeanne and the father of two children. He is self-employed and has been a member of Holy Father Parish, Holyoke.  Upon ordination, he will be assigned to Assumption of the BVM Parish, Chicopee.

 

Bruce Zitter from North Adams is the husband of Jean and the father of three children. He works for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Transitional Assistance and is a member of St. Francis of Assisi/Our Lady of Mercy Parish, North Adams. He will serve at his home parish as a deacon.
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for immediate release


Bishop McDonnell to ordain 13 new permanent deacons on Saturday.








Springfield – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will ordain 13 men as permanent deacons of the Diocese of Springfield during an 11 a.m. ordination ceremony on Saturday, May 14 at St. Michael’s Cathedral, State Street, Springfield.





The diaconate ministry dates back to the earliest days of the Catholic Church and is designed to assist priests and bishops in their work. Permanent deacons can be married and have families, and in fact, most do.  They are not priests, nor are they preparing for the priesthood, rather, they have their own distinct calling and ministry. And although they are not substitutes for priests, they can perform many functions, in turn helping to lighten the burden on priests, especially in larger and multiple or yoked parishes.





Including these newly ordained deacons, there will be 58 ordained permanent deacons in the Diocese of Springfield. 
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(Brief background information on each of the new deacons is attached. The appropriate titling for a permanent deacon is, Rev. Mr. John Smith. )
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