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for immediate release


Death penalty subject of two upcoming diocesan events.





Springfield – With a new date set for the execution of Michael Ross in neighboring Connecticut, two events are being planned to examine the moral and ethical questions posed by the death penalty.





Robert Meeropol, son of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg – both who were executed in 1953 after one of the most widely debated trials in U.S. history, will be the keynote speaker at a workshop being held Saturday, May 7 between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. at St. Francis Chapel, 254 Bridge Street, Springfield.  Sponsored by the Parish Social Ministry office of Catholic Charities. In addition to Meeropol, a number of other speakers will be on hand to address why the death penalty is not appropriate. 





On Thursday, May 19, the St. Thomas More Society, Catholic legal organization, will hold a workshop that will feature opposing lawyers from the Kristen Gilbert federal case that was tried in Springfield. Prosecutor, Assistant U.S. Attorney Kevin O’Regan and Defense counsel, Attorney David Hoose will be joined by Rev. Mark Stelzer, Acting President of the College of Our Lady of the Elms for this discussion on the death penalty. This event will begin at 4 p.m. at the Bishop John Marshall Center, adjacent to St. Michael’s Cathedral, 260 State Street, Springfield. This event requires no advance registration and is open to the public.
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