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Diocese of Springfield raises record amount for hurricane relief efforts





SPRINGFIELD, MA – For the second time this year, the Diocese of Springfield has raised a record amount in a special collection. As of October 7, collections gathered in parishes and schools, as well as donations sent directly to the Diocese for hurricane relief has reached $508,000, an all time record for a diocesan special collection.  All funds collected are being forwarded to Catholic Charities USA for distribution to both the impacted areas in the Gulf Coast region and to local agencies across the United States helping displaced individuals.  





“The outpouring of support, on behalf of those so much in need, has been magnificent,” commented Springfield Bishop Timothy McDonnell in a letter to parishes. “Your gifts will help the Catholic Charities offices in the affected areas to provide ongoing and long-term help to the storm’s victims.”





The local Catholic Charities Agency has begun assisting approximately 120 displaced persons currently in western Massachusetts, assistance that will be funded by the national office.





On September 1, Bishop McDonnell asked parishes to take up special collections in response to the overwhelming devastation created by Hurricane Katrina. 


 


Earlier this year the Diocese raised $393,396 for Tsunami relief efforts, an amount that was a record collection until this latest special collection. 





Those interested in more information can contact the local Catholic Charities Agency at 


(413) 452-0613.
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