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for immediate release


Bishop appoints new director of Latino Ministry





Springfield – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has appointed Andres Lopez as the new Director of Catholic Latino Ministry for the Diocese of Springfield effective November 1, 2005.  Mr. Lopez will replace Father Paul Manship who has served as director since 1999.





Andres Lopez has been associated with Latino ministry for nearly 30 years since arriving in western Massachusetts in 1976. He began working with a youth group at Sacred Heart Parish in Holyoke where he went on to serve as a part time pastoral minister. He became a fulltime pastoral minister for the Catholic Latino Ministry in 1999, eventually assuming duties as assistant director. He has received certification in pastoral ministry from the Northeast Hispanic Catholic Center, a group working in collaboration with the Catholic University of America. 





Born in Puerto Rico, one of 14 children, he and his wife, Iris Lopez are residents of Holyoke. Together they have three children and one grandchild.





This transition comes at an important time for the Catholic Latino Ministry.  A long-range pastoral plan for this ministry “En Nuestro Hogar” has just been released.  It reflects the changing mission of the Catholic Latino Ministry as it has expanded from a primarily parish focus, to a more universal outreach across the diocese. Andres Lopez will be charged with implementing this newly released plan.





The initial ministry to Latino people, in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s was centered in the urban communities of the diocese, primarily as outreach to Puerto Ricans.  Today the Catholic Latino population, estimated to be 25% of the total Catholic diocesan population, is located throughout the four western counties of Massachusetts - a community that now includes persons from the Caribbean, Mexico, Central and South Americas.  





Fr. Paul Manship has requested and been granted a one-year leave of absence effective November 1. 
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