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for immediate release


“Floating Island” to hopefully float again





Springfield – Springfield’s Cathedral High School has arranged with CJ’s Towing to attempt to re-float the “floating island” located on the pond adjacent to the Surrey Road campus.  CJ’s will be on site Saturday, October 29 and plan to begin their work at approximately 10 a.m..  





Cathedral has agreed to pay the expense of the attempt to re-float the island, estimated to be in the $4000 to $5000 range, in the interest of preserving this environmental rarity. 





“This is a significant effort for the school, which, like all our Catholic schools, is working with a very limited budget.  They felt in the end, that this goodwill and ‘good neighbor’ gesture that would be a worthwhile investment.  Hopefully, a benefactor will come forward and help the school defray the expense,” commented diocesan spokesperson, Mark Dupont.





Earlier in October, during the heavy rains, the island floated beyond its normal area in the center of the pond, and attached to property on the residential side of the pond.  This is the second time in four years the island will require to be towed back into position. In 2001, it became dislodged at the far-end, Surrey Road side of the pond. At that time, the City of Springfield’s Conservation Commission worked with CJ’s Towing to devise a strategy to move the island without pulling it apart. 





The island is considered a rarity and dates back perhaps centuries.  Scientists who have looked at the island have suggested that it is, at its base, made up of a webbing of tree roots and other organic material.  Methane gas is believed to contribute to its ability to float.  These factors make any movement a delicate operation; too much force may in fact tear the island apart.
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