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for immediate release


Bishop re-affirms Granby site for new Holyoke Catholic HS





Springfield, Mass. – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has informed Holyoke Catholic High School officials that they should soon re-commence fund-raising efforts to build a new school on land acquired on US Rt. 202 in Granby.





The Bishop informed Holyoke Mayor Michael Sullivan of the decision in a phone call this afternoon (9/2/2005). 





In reaching his decision, the Bishop expressed gratitude to all those who had, over the years, engaged in the various site searches, including the most recent group of alumni and faculty that conducted one final review.  Bishop McDonnell stated, “The efforts undertaken on behalf of a new Holyoke Catholic have been extensive.  The committee that sought alternate sites worked hard and assiduously and I am grateful for their input.  How unfortunate it is, then, that the sites proposed for consideration were either unavailable or unsuitable.”





Bishop McDonnell has further stated that if the Holyoke Catholic community can reach their goal, the diocese will ensure the building of the school in Granby.





Under the terms of the purchase of the Granby land, a new school must be built and operating by September 2009.





Bishop McDonnell remains confident that the tremendous Holyoke Catholic spirit he has witnessed can be translated into a successful campaign, which will ensure for future generations this treasured school. He has asked that all pledges towards the goal be tallied by Easter 2006, with the majority of pledges being paid over a three-year period and five-years for major gifts.
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