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for immediate release


Catholic parishes to take up special collection for Hurricane Katrina relief efforts





SPRINGFIELD, MA – Springfield Roman Catholic Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has asked all Catholic parishes to consider taking up a special collection in the coming weeks to support Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.





In a letter sent to all parishes, Bishop McDonnell wrote, “the devastation and destruction caused by Hurricane Katrina in Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama has been overwhelming.  No one knows how many people will need help, but Catholic Charities is already responding to the needs of those affected so badly by this terrible storm.  Catholic Charities USA, working with the local diocesan Catholic Charities, has in place a professional and well-developed system for providing help where it can accomplish the most good.”





The diocesan Catholic Charities Agency has been in contact with the national Catholic Charities effort, determining the needs of all people living in the impacted areas.





In addition to the special collections, Bishop has asked the people of the Diocese of Springfield to remember in prayer those whose lives have been devastated by this hurricane.





Donations can also be mailed to Katrina Relief Effort in care of Diocese of Springfield, PO Box 1730, Springfield, MA 01102-1720. 
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