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for immediate release


Local Catholic parishes double amount raised for Hurricane relief efforts


$335,000 to date, with funds still being sent in





SPRINGFIELD, MA – In response to a Sept. 1 request by Springfield Roman Catholic Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell, Catholic parishes in western Massachusetts have already raised $335,000 for hurricane relief efforts, that is double the $155,000 announced just one week ago. These funds are being directed through Catholic Charities USA to all hurricane impact areas.  This amount is expected to increase as many parishes are still in the process of collecting funds.





The diocesan Catholic Charities Agency (CCA) on Bridge Street in Springfield has begun to help displaced families and individuals who are currently living in western Massachusetts.  Part of this effort includes local participation in the “Operation Home away from Home” program launched within the last week to provide housing to the displaced by utilizing the national network of Catholic Charities offices. This week a family was placed in partnership with St. Mary of the Assumption Parish in Ludlow.





In addition, this week the diocese announced that displaced families currently living in our area can qualify for full educational assistance grants to attend a local Catholic school. A family in Pittsfield has already enrolled their two children in St. Joseph Central High School in Pittsfield.





Those interested in assisting in the CCA’s local efforts can call their offices at (413) 452-0605.  Donations can also be mailed to Hurricane Relief Efforts in care of Diocese of Springfield, P.O. Box 1730, Springfield, MA 01102-1720. 
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